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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: This is the victory that hath 
overcome the world, even our faith.—: John 5: 4. 


x April6.—Jacoband Esau ....... Gen. 25 : 27-34; 27: 1-45 
2. April 13.—Jacob at Bethel ...........-. Gen. 28 : 10-22 
3. April 20.—Jacob’s Meeting with Esau . . . Gen. 32 : 3 to 33: 17 
4. April 27.— ory Sold into Egypt .- 2. .5...-. Gen. 37 
5. May 4.—Joseph Interprets Dreams. ...... Gen. 40 
6. May 11 —Joseph Made Ruler of Egypt ..... . Gen. 41 : 1-45 
Or, Whitsuntide Lesson—The Gifts of the Spirit . 1 Cor. 12: 1-11 
° May 18. ge Meets His Brethren...... en. 42 
Hf May 25.—-Joseph and Benjamin. ...........--. Gen. 43 
9. June 1.—Joseph Tests His Brethren ........ Gen. 44 
10. June 8.—Joseph Forgives His Brethren . . . Gen. 45 : 1 to 46:7 
11. June t5.—Jacob Before Pharaoh . . Gen. 46 : 28 to 47: 12, 28-31 
12. June 22 —The Blinding Effect of Sin (T — 
ance Lesson) ..... Amos 6 : 1-8 


13. June 29.— Review—The Victories of Faith 
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A Children’s Day Prayer 
By Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


O FAR we've traveled from that mystic place 
Whence they have lately come. Thy shining face; 
Thy loving Jeok, in dream-time still they see. 
O Lover of young children, help, lest we 
Should in our denseness bruise them unaware— 
These little hearts so petal-like and fair! 








Zurich, Switzerland, will witness the next great 
event in world-wide Sunday-school work, in the 
World’ s Convention of next July. Next week’ s issue 
of the Times will be another special Zurich number. 
Its notable features are described on page 280 of this 
éssue. 


“ 
Our Work of Discovery 


One of the surest ways of making people better is 
to recognize the good that is already in them. . And 
if we want to make them worse we need only, as a 
rule, talk about their failures and mistakes. No one 
could fairly accuse Paul of being blind to the awful 
evils that throttled the pagan world in which he lived 
and worked. Yet, as he addressed the men of Athens, 
he said heartily, ‘I perceive that ye are very relig- 
ious,"’ thus.‘* wooing them,"’ as has been said, «‘ by 
drawing out the best that is back of the false, from 
which he draws them away.’’ Christ used the same 
method in winning his disciples to himself. -H we 


want to draw a man away from his badness, let us talk 
about his goodness.: If we want to quench his desire 
for goodness, let us talk about his badness. How 
slow we are to learn this lesson! How sadly we hin- 
der others by refusing to use with them the method of 
encouragement which our Lord has so patiently used 
with us. More of Christ's love in our own hearts will 
work the change. And let us not forget that the more 
hopelessly evil any one seems to us to be, the more 
important it may be that we discover in him some 
genuine good that can be made his starting-point 


toward Christ. 
a“ 


¥ 
When Loved Ones Die 


It is always best for our loved ones in Christ to 
die just when they do. For them it is very much 
better to depart and be with Christ. An aged saint 

was speaking in a prayer-meeting of the joy he had 
had in looking to Jesus in the hour of great bereave- 
ment when his wife was called Home. Then he said: 
‘*T wonder when our loved ones would get to heaven 
if we had the choosing of the time that they should 
go.’’ Shall we not rejoice that the time is not within 
our choosing, and, remembering that the death of his 
saints is precious in the sight of the Lord, share His 
gladness at their victory over death ? 


x 
God’s Attention to Our Needs 


There are few greater compliments that we can 
pay to another than to give him our undivided and 
deeply interested attention, We all know what a 
heartening experience it is when we receive that sort 
of attention from some one whose counsel or sympa- 
thy we need,——especially if that one is a person of 
exceptional responsibilities and of leadership in the 
world. When he shows us that he is ready to drop 
everything in order to listen to us and to understand 
every detail in our need, it means that he is placing 
all that he is and all that he has, for the moment, at 
our disposal. And this is just the experience that we 


< 


_purposes. 


may have.in our fellowship with God. One writing 
on the marvelous wisdom, and sympathy, and under- 
standing of the Holy Spirit as a Living Personality 
who is ever present with us and within us, says: 
‘The amazing wonder is found in the fact that this 
Transcendent Mind is willing to enter into personal 
relationship, ‘partnership,’ with us, and to do so 
with each of us as completely as if there were no one 
else in the world.'’ To one who has been joined 
to Christ, the Holy Spirit brings God's whole atten- 
tion all the time. The fact that God can similarly 
be giving himself wholly to- perhaps millions of 
other members of Christ's body at the same time, 
does not lessen the fact of the completeness of his 
attention to us. How utterly we may be freed from 
anxiety or uncertainty while we remember what man- 
ner of attention we have from our God ! 


- 
The Hope of a Darkened World 


Sin can turn even the works of God into things 
of squalor. And only Christ can redeem this sin- 
corrupted creation back to the glory that Ged stiil 
The best of Christ's present work in the 
created world is going to be made infinitely better 
when he returns to take personal possession. of his 
world, Peter, writing of ‘the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ,"’ and testifying to his personal 
eye-witness of the coming majesty when he saw our 
Lord transfigured in the mount, tells us that we do 
well to take heed unto this word of prophecy, ‘‘as 
unto a lamp shining in a squalid place, until the day 
dawn,"" ‘*Squalid’’ is given as the Greek meaning 
of the word rendered ‘‘dark"’ in the English version? 
So this world, beautiful though it is, while still in the 
bondage of corruption, groaning and travailing in 
pain, may be counted a squalid place as compared 
with what it shall be after.the return of our Lord has 
brought to pass the fulness of God’s-will. How 
eagerly should we look forward to that wonderful Day ! 
How earnestly and unceasingly should we pray for 
Christ to return and take full possession of that which 
is his own ! 


< 


Cleansed by Changes 


HE- most of God's children are kept from a state 
of ease. No sooner have we fixed ourselves in 
some comfortable place, with pleasant circum- 

stances, ready to enjoy quiet and ease, than some- 
thing breaks in to disturb us and spoil all our dreams 
of a restful stay. We toil hard to build ourselves a 
home, denying ourselves and taxing every energy, 
and just as we get fairly settled in it, some reverse 
comes and we lose it. We watch our families growing 
up about us, and lavish our love upon them in un- 
stinted measure ; and_as we begin to realize our hopes 
in the blessed outcome of our households, death enters, 
and the fairest, richest treasures of our hearts are taken 
from us. We form tender friendships and learn to 
lean heavily on those we love and trust ; then when 
they have grown into our very life, so as to be almost 
part of ourselves, and when we begin to feel that we 
are always to have them, suddenly we lose them and 
must go on life’s lonely way without them. Few of 
us are allowed to abide long in any resting-place of 
complete contentment. When we get fairly settled 
down, we are straightway called to pull up the tent- 
pins and be off. Change follows change. Disappoint- 
ment is the end of our hopes far oftener than realiza- 
tion. Joys come like summer birds into our lives, 
alighting but for a little stay, and then flying away. 
At such times we néed to remember one of Jere- 
miah's most forcible illustrations. It is from wine- 
making. When first pressed from the grapes the 
juice was thick and unfit for use, When allowed to 


stand for a while, the lees would settle to the bottom 
of the vessel. The wine was then emptied into an- 
other vessel, leaving the lees or sediment in the first. 
After being left quiet in the second vessel for a time, 
other lees would settle, and then again the wine would 
be drawn off. This process of emptying from vessel 
to vessel would be repeated until all the lees were re- 
moved, and the wine was pure and sweet. Wine left 
standing on its lees became thick and syrupy and was 
not ready for use. 

Moab had not been emptied from vessel to vessel. 
He had been at ease from his youth. He still lay on 
his lees. That is, Moab had not been tossed and 
driven about. He had not been expelled from his 
own country. While one of the tribes had Moab’s 
land, Moab remained there, too. His condition was, 
externally, very prosperous. He had not been de- 
stroyed, as had many other tribes and nations, by the 
coming of the people of Israel in Canaan. He was 
prosperous. Other nations would envy his condition, 
and consider it one of peculiar favor. But God does 
not so regard it. Because there had been no disturb- 
ances or unsettlements in his experience, Moab had 
never been purified of his pride and enmity to the 
Lord. What seemed, therefore, a state of prosperity 
is marked as, in reality, just the reverse. The very 
feature in his history which appeared most fortunate 
was really-his greatest misfortune. 

It is a spiritual truth that it is not the greatest bless- 
ing in this life to be left at ease in temporal things. 
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Externally it may seem so. One may prosper more, 
as this world rates prosperity ; but it may be at the 
expense of the inward spiritual life. Our lives are 
like wine, at first full of impurities. If we were 
allowed to remain at ease, to settle down long in one 
condition, undisturbed, without care, trial, or dislodge- 
ment, we would not get free from the taste and flavor 
of the old natural life. 

It ought to comfort us in all our experiences of 
change to remember that they come not by accident, 
but by design of him who loves us with a wise, deep, 
and eternal love ; that they are part of the process by 
which our lives are being purified and sanctified, and 
made meet for the heavenly glory. God is emptying 
us from vessel to vessel, each time leaving behind 
some portion of the dregs of our old corruption, and 
working in us some improvement of character. 

A Christian man of intense business enterprise and 
activity was laid aside by sickness. He who never 
would intermit his labors for a day was compelled to 
a long dead halt. God made him lie down. His 
restless limbs were stretched motionless on the bed. 
Speaking to a friend of the contrast between his con- 
dition now and when he had been driving Fis im- 
mense business, he said, ‘*Now I am growing. I 
have been running my soul thin by my activity. . Now 
Iam growing in knowledge of myself and of some 
things which most intimately concern me."' 

Since God plans to bring blessing to the Christian 


through the changes in his life, it is proper for every - 


Christian to inquire of himself whether the changes 
and emptyings threugh which he is passing are indeed 
having their proper effect upon his life. Each time 
the wine is drawn off some further portion of the 
dregs is left behind. Are we losing, in every change 
and trial, something of the old natural evil? Are we 
being purified of the old corruption? Are we learn- 
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ing life's great lessons of patience, unselfishness, and 
subinission? Or, do we still keep the old impatience, 
pride, and selfishness, the old earthly desires and 
passions ? 

When one is sick, one’s desire should be not merely 
to get well, but to leave behind in the sick-room some- 
thing of the remains of sin yet in the heart, some fault 
of character, some unloveliness of disposition, some 
infelicity of temper. When one is passing through 
any trial, one’s aim should not be merely to struggle 
through, but to come out of it a better man, or a better 
woman—holier, truer, purer, more Christlike. When 
one is enduring a sorrow, it is not enough to find 
strength and comfort, so as not to be crushed ; one 
has endured the sorrow in vain if one has not im the 
fires been cleansed of some earthliness, something 
undivine, and made better. 

The only safety in this world’s trials is to stay near 
to Christ, ever to maintain communion with him. No 
hand but his-can keep us from harm in the mingled 
experiences of life. We dread sorrow, but joy has 
its dangers, too. We cry out in loss or adversity, but 
perhaps there is greater peril in gain and prosperity. 
We fear the darkness, but even at noonday pestilence 
walks, Tender human affection and the sweetness of 
a happy home may win us from God and make us 
self-indulgent, unready for sacrifice and service with 
Christ. 

Everywhere there is danger to the spiritual life. 
God -would cleanse and purify his people-in t 
changes of experience. But evil is persistent an 
does not yield its place. Only the divine Spirit can 
cleanse and purify. There is no safety save in keep- 
ing near the heart of Christ. ‘‘ Wash me, and I shall 
be whiter than snow,’’ must be the constant prayer of 
the follower of Christ. ‘* Nearer, my God, to thee,”’ 
must be his yearning every day. Then he will be safe. 





Are the Blessed Dead Conscious? 


We cannot but think often of our dear ones who, 
having taken Christ as their Saviour, have been called 
out of this world through death. Are the blessed 
dead consciously with Christ while awaiting the day 
of resurrection? Many have puzzled over this ques- 
tion, and will sympathize with the inquirer who writes 
the following letter : 


Can we know whether people who die in the Christian faith 
go to be with Christ at once, or whether they are at rest, as in 
a sound sleep, until the Lord come and “‘ the dead in Christ 
shall rise first’’ ? 

I have thought of such references as Ecclesiastes 12 : 7,'' The 
spirit returneth unto God who gave it"’; and more than all, of 
the words of Jesus himself, in John rr : 26,‘' Whosoever liveth 
and believeth on me shall never die,’’ and John 6 : 47, “' Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that believeth hath eternal life.’’ 
‘Then Jesus also says, ‘‘And I will raise him up at the last 
day "’ (John 6: 40), as nour a person were withcut personal- 
itv until the last day. In Philippians 1 : a1, ‘* ‘To me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain,’ one cannot tell whether Paul 


thinks he will at once be in heaven (from “to die is gain"’) or” 


not until after-an unknown length of time, which is as nothing 
to him or any other believer, because asleep. Wher he says, 
** We that are alive, that are left unto the coming of the Lord, 
shall in no wise precede them that are fallen asleep'’ (1 Thess. 
4:15), he seems to refer to the dead as being unconscious. 
‘Then there is that verse in Ecclesiastes 9: 5, ‘‘ But the dead 
know not anything.” 

When my father died, I could not bear to think of him as 
being in the cemetery. I thought of, ‘lhe spirit returneth 
unte God who gave it,’’ and the words of the Lord Jesus, 
** Whosoever liveth and believeth on me shall neve die."’ 

1 have just noticed what you wrote in the Times for Febru- 
ary 15 on this subject, under the title, ‘' Christ Now and Gain 
Hereafter.”" But it is not clear to me how God's children can 

o to heaven and return to inhabit resurrected bodies at the 
ast day. ‘hat iswhat you believe the Bible teaches, is it not? 


When Jesus said to the dying thief on the cross, 
‘Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise,’’ he plainly intimated that they 
would that very day, after they had both left their 
physical bodies, have conscious fellowship with each 
other in the home of the blessed dead. Again, when 
Jesus rebuked those who doubted the resurrection of 
the dead, he said: ‘‘ Have ye not read that which was 
spoken unto you by God, saying, I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jaceb? God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living." He evidently wished his hearers to under- 
stand that he was speaking of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, as of then living, conscious personalities. So, 
also, of the parable that he told concerning Lazarus 
and Dives. These two men, both having died, were 
in a state of conscious existence, the one in the place 
of the blessed, the other in the place of the lost; and 





they were able to carry on a conversation, which cer- 
tainly would not have been possible in a condition of 


unconsciousness. Paul, writing under. the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit, and longing to be with his Lord by 
sight as well as by faith, declared that he was +‘ will- 
ing rather to be absent from the body, and to be at 
home with the Lord.’’ Again he said that ‘‘ to depart 
and be with Christ... is very far better.*’ Certainly 
he would not have counted a condition of unconscious- 
ness as that of being ‘‘at home with the Lord,”’ or as 
to be preferred tothe conscious fellowship with Christ 
which he so abundantly experienced and rejoiced in 
while in the body on this earth. ‘ 

Such passages as these are the foundation of our 
belief that those who are Christ’s enter at death at 
once into the unspeakable joy of conscious and eternai 
life in fellowship with their Saviour Jesus Christ. The 
words ‘‘dead’’ and ‘‘asleep,’’ when used of believ- 
ers, in the light of the passages quoted, evidently 
refer primarily to the physical body from which the 
spirit has departed to be with Christ. Or, if the word 
‘¢dead'’ be applied to both spirit and body, it refers 
to that condition in which spirit and body are sepa- 
rated from each other, but does not mean uncon- 
sciousness of the spirit. It is the believer's dead 
body, corruptible, that ‘‘shall be raised incorrupti- 
ible’’; so also it is those bodies which sleep that 
shall be raised out of sleep. This truth was pointed 
out by Professor Charles R. Erdman, writing in the 
Easter number of The Sunday School Times, when he 
said: ‘‘At death, our loved ones now go to be with 
Christ. The body may fall asleep and be buried, 
but the soul goes immediately into conscious blessed- 
ness in the presence of the Lord. The soul does not 
sleep.”’ 

As for the passage in Ecclesiastes 9 : 5, ‘‘ the dead 
know not anything, neither have they any more a 
reward,"’ this is an illustration of the fundamental 
principle of Bible study that every passage which 
bears or seems to bear upon a given truth mast be 
read in connection with all other Scripture passages 
that bear upon the same truth. The other passages 
that have been quoted bear a united testimony to the 
present consciousness of the dead. The statement in 
Ecclesiastes is one of the many statements:in that 
book in which the writer is apparently. giving expres- 
sion to facts from the standpoint, as Dr. Campbell 
Morgan points out, of one who lives ‘* under. the 
sun,’'—that is, the earthly, natural man. - Or, as Dr. 
Scofield suggests, ‘‘ These reasonings..of: man .afar?t 
from Divine revelation are set-down -by inspiration 
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just as the words of Satan (Gen. 3:4) are so set 
down."’ No one, we are reminded, would quote 
Ecclesiastes 9:2 as a divine revelation of truth: 
‘All things come alike to all ; there is one event to 
the righteous and to the wicked ; to the good and to 
the clean and to the unclean ; to him that sacrificeth 
and to him that sacrificeth not; as is the good so is 
the sinner,’’ It is evident that we do not find the 
fullest revelation of God's truth concerning the state 
of the blessed dead in the book of Ecclesiastes, though 
the book is an inspired record of its writer's observa- 
tions, with a needed message for men of to-day. 

We cannot, of course, understand just how the 
miraculously transformed physical body in its resur- 
rection state is to be united at our Lord's coming with 
the spirit that left that body at death. But it is evi- 
dent that that is just what occurs. And we have rea- 
son to believe that in the spirit world the factors of 
time and space, as we now understand these, are 
either unimportant factors or do not exist at all. So, 


in the day of the Lord, the passing of the spirit of one. 


of God's children through whatever space is necessary 
in order to be reunited to the body that was cast off 
long before, but that then awaits in resurrection glory 
the spirit’s re-occupation, is a detail that need not 
trouble us at all. Wondrous miracles are going to 
happen in that day ‘‘in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye.'’ 

Our loved ones who have died in Christ are not in 
the cemetery; they are with the Lord in conscious 
blessedness and unspeakable joy, finding to-day a 
richer meaning than we who remain can yet know in 
the words, ‘‘ Whosoever liveth and believeth on me 
shall never die."’ 

a 


The Doubling of Names in Scripture 

God's dealing with men shows his constant rec- 
ognition of our human needs and habits. While he 
asks us to remember that he is God, he also shows an 
unceasing remembrance that we are men. An inter- 
esting instance of this comes out in the Scripture rec- 
ord of God's reiterating the names of human beings 
whom .he is addressing. Professor Griffith Thomas 
called attention to the matter in his lesson article in 
The Sunday School Times of March 1, on ‘‘ The Test 
of Abraham's Faith."” Commenting en the interrupt- 
ing word of the angel of Jehovah when Abraham was 
about to slay Isaac,—‘‘and the angel.of Jehovah 
called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, 
Abraham,’’ —Professor Griffith Thomas wrote : ‘‘ The 
duplication of the name is interesting. It occurs ten 
times in Scripture (see chap. 46:2). Perhaps the 
repetition implies urgency of appeal.’’ A Baltimore 
reader inquires of Professor Griffith Thomas as. to 
these 'ten instances : 


You speak of this repetition of name as occurring in the 
Scriptures ten times. I can find only three times (Gen. 22: 11, 
‘* Abraham, Abraham”; 46:2, ‘‘Jacob, Jaeob'’; r Sam, 
10, ‘' Samuel, Samuel’’). Would you beso kind as to tell me, 
through the Times, where the other references are? Let me 
take this opportunity to thank you for your very valuable notes 
and information in the Times. You have opened a mine in 
the Book of Genesis. 


In reply Professor Griffith Thomas cites the other 
seven instances as follows: ‘‘ Exodus 3 : 4, ‘ Moses, 
Moses’ ; Matthew 23 : 37, ‘Jerusalem, Jerusalem’; 
Luke 10:41, ‘Martha, Martha’; Luke 22: 31, 
‘Simon, Simon’; Acts 9:4, ‘Saul, Saul.’ These, 
with the three already mentioned, are all uttered by 
God (or Christ) to man. Then there are two more in 
which man expresses the same idea: Matthew 25: 
11, ‘Lord, Lord’; Luke 8:24, ‘Master, Master.’ 
In all ten cases the one thought seems to be intensity 
in view of special circumstances."’ 


Set 


From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


RACIOUS GOD, our Father, Friend, and Portion : Our 
joy and our prayer is for our heritage as thy children. 
We have this, and yet we miss it. Sonsetimes for a 
moment or a day we walk with thee, our spirits light as air. 
Then the clouds shut down, and we seem flung back on the 
treadmill of a cheerless existence—cheerless because empty of 
God. _ Forgive our folly, and quicken us again in the larger 
life. We crave the entrancing vision, the sense of close kin- 
ship, a vitalizing consciousness of thy touch, the experience of 
easy and unbroken intimacy with thee. We want the un- 
shakable repose of assured place in this orderly, whirling uni- 
verse under thy hand. We crave the thrill of sympathy with 
all that lives and moves, as being ourselves part of this pro- 
digious life. We want thy power coursing through our nerves 
and brain, and issuing from our tongue and touch to bless 
mankind. ... Lord, we are sick of being saved on the instal- 
ment plan. ‘This is our own folly. We want our whole herit 
age. Make us-so consciously wealthy in thee that no earthly 
privation or pain can blot out our joy, rob us cf peace. or 
quench our enthusiasm in the Redeemer's service. So make 
us, by thy Spirit, potent forces in doing thy work and convey- 
ing thy Tife, that nothing else shall seem to matter. 
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The Call of a College Man’s Transformed Life | 


By his friend, Henry W. Frost 











T CAIRO, Egypt, on April 9, after a two-weeks’ 
struggle against the disease of cerebro-spinal 


meningitis, William Whiting Borden fell asleep ~ 
in Christ.. The news of this death was cabled home . 
to America, it was repeated by cable to England and 


China, it was published with headlines and accom- 
panying portrait by the daily press, it is being com- 
mented upon sorrowfully by the religious’ press, it 
was spoken of in prayérs and sermons by prominent 


pastors, it was made the occasion of memorial services ~ 


in Cairo, Princeton, New Haven, Chicago, Philadel- 
phia, and New York, and it has cast hearts into 
mourning in the four quarters of the earth. 

Moreover, these tidings of death have affected 
many different. classes of persons. My little nine- 
year-old boy—-who speaks of his. friend tenderly 
as ‘‘ Billy’’—wonders why Jesus took him home when 
he loved him so much. His mother’s, maid—who 
lived beside him for seventeen years and describes 


him as the ‘‘ purest, truest and tenderest man’’ she ° 


ever knew—goes about her work with tear-dimned 
eyes. His school; college and seminary companions 
speak of him with hushed tones of voice, and wonder 
when they shall see his like again. -A well-known 
secretary of a prominent mission board declares that 
‘she was a man among a million.’’ An equally 
well-known seminary professor writes, ‘‘ Dear, ‘dear 
William—beloved and longed for."’ Gray-haired 
ministers mourn as if they had lost a son. And 
already not a few friends are saying that a book must 
be written which will tell the story of the life spent 
out and now laid down. 

Sitting here in William Borden’s room in his home 
in New York City, in the chair in-which he:so often 
sat, before the desk where he so long wrote and 
studied, surrounded by the books which indicate his 
educational attainments and miésionaty tastes, in the 
place made hallowed by his presence and devotions, 
and also by the last sacred experiences of his more 
intimate farewell: to friends, sister and mother as he 
turned outward upon a path from which he was never 
to return, I ask myself how it is that this life, which 
stood at but the threshold of its service, has become 
so widely ‘known and so universally and deeply 
mourned.. Had he died ‘‘an old man and full of 
years,’’ we should easily understand. But he died at 
twenty-five, not much beyond boyhood, and—as 
some of us thought of him in spite of dignified pres- 
ence—still a:lad ! All this is an unusual experience, 
and the explanation of it must be unusual. How 
may we explain ? 


FIND its solution close athand, There lies before 
me on Borden’s desk James H. McConkey’s book, 
‘«The Three-fold Secret of the Holy Spirit,’’ 

and it bears unconscious testimony to the owner’? 
life, Thé copy is tastefully bound in buff paper, 
and, of course, it was originally intact and clean. 
But now it is torn and sviled both without and 
within. Evidently it has seen many journeys, for it 
used to be a frequent companion in travel, and it has 
seen much use, for it has been carefully and repeat- 
edly read. And upon the first page certain words are 
underscored—a way our dear friend had with all his 
best-loved books—which are these: ‘‘The supreme 
human condition of the fulness of the Spirit is a life 
wholly surrendered to God to do his will.’’ The 
thought thus expressed had pierced William Borden's 
heart and had taken possession of his life. He had 
seen, young as he was, both the duty and privilege of 
a Christian, he had made the great decision and had 
paid the price of a surrendered will, and he belonged 
wholly to Christ. Hence Christ owned him, con- 
trolled him, blessed him, used him. And _ those 
whose hearts were true, young and old, rich and 
poor, humble and high, looked on, wondering, ad- 
miring, loving. It is thus that it has come to pass 
that there is a ‘‘ grievous mourning ’’ amongst us, for a 
young prince has fallen in Israel. who was sorely 
needed in waging the battles of the Lord ; and hence, 
not one heart only, but many hearts, are crying out, 
‘*Dear William—beloved and longed for !'’ 

But the question needs further answering. What 
was, in fuller detail, this life which William Borden 
lived that proved so beautiful and winsome? There 
must have. been uncommon characteristics about it, 
even as compared with those lives equally dedicated 





William Borden, Mourned in Four Continents 


It was not the million dollars that came to this young 
American which made his life a victory and his death a 
world-wide call to young men and women to learn the 
secret of that victory. It was in thing's that every man 
can share that William Borden found the way to the Life 
that is Christ and the death that is gain. And China and 
the Moslem world will yet share that gain as his burning 
torch lights in other lives the fires of a passion for Christ. 
William Whiting Borden was born in Chicago, November 
1, 1887; his father was William Borden; his mother, Mary 
de Garmo Whiting Borden, He attended as preparator 
schools, in Chicago, University School, Latin School, 
Manual Training School; and ‘‘ The Hill School’’ in 
Pottstown. He was graduated from Yale University in 
1909, and from Princeton Seminary in 1912. His death 
occurred at Cairo, Egypt, on April 9, 3913. 








to God, to have produced such uncommon results. 
For our souls’ sake it is well that we should know 
these. It is difficult to analyze spiritual things, es- 
pecially in connection with a complex personality, 
but I would like to make the attempt. 

It was a natural life. Some one has said that 
every Christian needs two conversions: first from the 
natural to the supernatural, and second from the 
supernatural back to the natural. But it was not so in 
William Borden's case, for, though he was thoroughly 
converted to the supernatural, he was never con- 
verted away from the natural. From first to last he 
remained as God had made him, not trying to be any 
one else, however distinguished that one might be, 
and not thinking that sanctification meant cant or 
morbidness or denial of the pure and wholesome 
pleasures of life. Strong of body, he loved to live. 
In school, university and seminary he played as other 
men played, only more vigorously than the average 
man, and more successfully. I once asked him what 
exercise he enjoyed most in the university, and he 
answered at once, ‘‘ Wrestling.’’ Foot-ball, base- 
ball, tennis, and golf had their attractions for him, 
and he was a skilful yachtsman. In common life he 
ate heartily, he talked energetically, he argued loy- 
ally. In his devotionai life he prayed as simply as a 
child, and he preached in chapel, in mission, or on 
the street without the least degree of affectation, as a 
man speaks to a man. 


T was a dedicated life. William’s mother had early 
brought him under holy influences. Her personal 
influence over him was profound, and it ever 

increased as the years went on. Also, it was a great 
day for him when the mother put her boy in the Hill 
School at Pottstown, and under the influence of Mrs. 
‘John Meigs there, for William often testified —as 
many another. young man has done—that the impres- 
sion. which that consecrated life made upon him was 
deep and lasting. And other great days followed 
when the mother brought under her roof ‘and into the 








circle of the family life godly laymen, ministers, pro- 
fessors, and missionaries. By all of these means 
young Borden saw God more and more clearly. He 
learned that the Christ-life was the reasonable life, 
and that it alone was perfect and good. Gently, 
therefore, but surely and positively, he yielded to 
Christ's claims. Thus the day came in England, 
after hearing a sermon by Dr. Torrey upon the ‘‘ Bap- 
tism of the Spirit,’’ that he yielded, with glad and 
whole-hearted surrender, his whole being to his 
Saviour-Lord. From henceforth he could in true and 
large measure declare, ‘‘ To me to live is Christ !"’ 


T was a life of stewardship. From the day William 
Borden surrendered to Christ he held all that he 
had as belonging to his Saviour-King. And, as we 

must count such things in life, he had much to give. 
The newspapers have exaggerated his wealth, but it 
remains true that on coming of age he found himself 
a millionaire. This wealth, however, he did not 
count his own. His attitude was not that of possess- 
ing his money and giving the Lord atenth. He held 
the ten-tenths as belonging to.God, and what he used 
for himself he used as His steward. Hence he gave 
freely, generously, always all of his interest and some- 
times partof his principal. And this hedid thought- 
fully and prayerfully. His check-book would reveal 
tender kindnesses innumerable, and a+ far-reaching 
liberality that was unimagined. And no one ever 
received a gift from him who felt that it was spoiled 
by an accompanying patronage. It was not simply a 
stewardship generously fulfilled ; it was that better 
stewardship that did not let the left hand know what 
the right hand did, and that ennobled, not only the 
giver, but also the recipient. 

It was a life of faith. William Borden was not 
emotional. He was the opposite of this. Some per- 
sons, because he had the ruggedness of strength, 
thought that he lacked sentiment. Indeed, he himself 
was tempted to bemoan his spiritual indifference. But 
he never, allowed this supposed lack of emotion to 
affect his actions. He believed in the God of the 
Word and in the Word of God. So he searched the 
Scriptures carefully, prayerfully, and often cried out : 
‘* Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?’’ And when 
he had found the commandment he obeyed it. ‘This 
practise of obedience irrespective of feeling was what 
urged him forward. It took him trom school to uni- 
versity, and from university to seminary, with Chris- 
tian service ever inview. It led him in vacation days 
and in the midst of summer heat to associate himself 
with the National Bible Institute of New York City, 
and to preach on the city streets. It constrained him 
to offer himself to the China Inland Mission for serv- 
ice in China, to-turn his face toward Cairo in order to 
prepare for work among the Mohammedans by the 
study of Arabic, and to hold it as the hope and ambi- 
tion of his life to serve in the far-distant province of 
Kan-suh. With him ¢he obedience of faith was bet- 
ter than the sacrifice of feeling. Daily, hourly, he 
walked by faith and not by sight ; and thus he knew 
much of the victory which overcomes the world. 


T was a life with a vision. Borden had had the 
privilege, after leaving the Hill School and before 
entering Yale, of journeying around the world 

in company with the Rev. Walter Erdman, now of 
Korea. That journey had opened his eyes. He saw 
that America was not all; indeed, that it was com- 
paratively a small part. He discerned that heathen- 
ism was black, foul, revolting ; that’ the so-called 
‘* Light of Asia’’ was a myth and a deceit, and that 
men afar as near needed Jesus Christ. And he 
never forgot what he saw. Thereafter, whether in 
play or study, in relaxation or service, he was always 
looking beyond, outward, to the great masses who 
needed Christ and himself. This was the expla- 
nation of what was a seemingly unnatural element 
in his life, as evidenced, for instance, when he deter- 
mined to sail for Cairo just before Christmas instead 
of just after that day. “The constraint, born of a com- 
pelling vision, was upon him, and led him to press 
eagerly forward. By faith he saw the regnant Christ, 
and in remembrance he saw men far away in all their 
pitiable need. An esteemed friend asked him just 
before he left for Cairo why he was purposing to throw 
his life away in foreign service. He answered simply, 
but firmly : ‘*-You:have never seen-heathenism !'' 
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It was a life of stedfastness. From the time of his 
decision to be a foreign missionary he never wavered 
in purpose or pursuit. He had exceptional advan- 
tages as compared with many young men, having 
money to use for the carrying out of his designs. But 
this fact does not explain all, for many of his compan- 
ions who were equally fortunate did not show any 
such stedfastness of life. The power of perseverance 
was within, and it kept him single-eyed and sure- 
footed. He saw his goal, and he ran straight for it 
without wavering. This led to more than self-control ; 
it made him a man of self-imposed law. He sched- 
uled his life, and lived accordingly. There was a time 
for sleep, a time for waking, a time for prayer, a time 
for Bible study, a time for general study, a time for 
recreation, and a time for social intercourse. He 
owned a ‘‘ Big Ben’’ clock, and there was a covenant 
between himself and it.I have seen him in the 
evening, in the midst of engaging and enticing com- 
pany, glance at the time, and then courteously but 
resolutely force himself away to room, bed, and sleep. 
He needed much sleep, for he was not as strong as he 
appeared, and his eye was on the next morning when 
he purposed to keep the ‘‘ morning watch.’’ ‘Thus it 
was in all things. By God's grace he was not a slave 
to life ; he was the master of it, being master of him- 
self. And so it was that he persistently pursued his 
ideals, and realized many of them. Through one 
event and another he went forward, going farther and 
farther on, and higher and higher up. It would be 
wholly just to put upon his tomb the Spirit's words : 
‘* Steady, until the going down of the sun,’’ 

It was a life of good judgment. William Borden 
had been signally honored for one so young, He was 
a director of the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, a 
director of the Natioral Bible. Institute of New York 
City, and a cquncil member of the China Inland Mis- 
sion. In these various organizations he sat and coun- 
seled with men much his senior in years. And yet 
the disparity of age was seldom noticed. There was an 
equality of mind which made him one with those with 
whom he was associated, None could help noticing 
the freshness of thought and the enthusiasm of spirit 
that were the characteristics of his youth ; and all re- 
joiced in these. But these were not the signs of im- 
mature judgment. : When he spoke it was discovered 
that he was thinking carefully and broadly. He was 
a constant illustration of the fact that it is no vain 
thing for a man—even a young man—to fulfil the 
Apostle’s injunction: ‘If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God.’ Christ, through the study of 
the Word and through prayer, was made unto him 
‘*wisdom.’' His advice, therefore, was sought for 
by not a few, who in the average case would have 
gone to the man of more years, And he seldom 
failed to help. If he did fail, because of inexperi- 
ence, his eagerness to be of assistance made him a 
greater help than the average man would have been, 
though more wise through more experience, For one 
so vigorous in mind, he was very teachable. And 
being teachable, he was easily taught. Thus he 
learned and matured beyond his years and fellows, 
It was the story of Joseph over again, mentally and 
otherwise : ‘‘ The Lord was with Joseph, and he was 
a prosperous man.,"’ 

It was a life of love. Some thought, as I have said, 
that Borden lacked sentiment. And there was some 
apparent reason for the assumption. He had lived to 
the age of twenty-five, and_was without engagement 
or acknowledged attachment. Moreover, he calmly 
and deliberately put thoughts of a married life reso- 
lutely aside. One reason why he liked the China 
Inland Mission was that it required its candidates to 
go to the field single, and to remain thus while first 
studying the language ; ‘that is, for about two years ; 
and he willingly purposed to fulfil this condition. 
In addition, as said, he was not emotional, and 
hence he found it difficult to show his feelings, or 
even to speak of them, But the person who con- 
cluded for any or all of these reasons that William 
Borden did not love knew little about him or about 
love. As for his personal experience, Icve was sacred, 
and lay deep within his heart, a hidden and sealed 
fountain ; and as for love, according to God's own 
estimate of it, it is made up of obedience and service 
rather than of aught besides. 

Moreover, few persons knew Borden well enough to 
judge whether he did or did not express the love which 
was within. He certainly did not wear his heart upon 
his sleeve, and hence it was noi seen in public places. 
But some of us saw him more intimately, under the 
shadow of his mother’s roof and in the sacred circle 
of his mother's family. And those of us who saw that 
sight will never forget the manly tenderness of all his 
life. His mother once said to a friend: ‘*Since my 
husband's death, he has been to me more of a hus- 
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band than a son.’’ And the sister at home, who saw 
most of him, adored him. Friends clave to him in 
loyal friendship as only those do who have found a 
friend indeed. And men of low estaie revered him, 
young as he was, because of his self-sacrificing service 
in their behalf. 

The Yale-Hope Mission in New Haven, established 
by his money and his personal efforts, is a monument 
to the love of Christ in his heart which would not let 
men go, and*which loved the loveless into loveliness. 
To this mission he gave thousands of dollars, and, in 
the midst of university toil, unnumbered nights of 
self-abnegating service. I once asked an English 
friend what had impressed him most in all that he 
had seen in America. I expected him to speak of our 
big buildings or the like, but I received this answer : 
‘« The sight of William Borden, on his knees in Yale- 
Hope Mission, with his arm around a bum !”’ 

And as for William Borden's love for Christ, it pos- 
sessed him, constrained him, led him away from all 
that men of his sort hold dear, forward, outward, to 
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Cairo and to death. For if ever a man could truly 
repeat Count Zinzendorf’s well-known saying, it was 
beloved William Borden : «*1 have but one passion ; 
it is He, it is He!"’ For Christ he lived, and for 


Christ he died. And greater love has no man than — 


this, that a man lay down his life for his Friend. 

And so William Borden went from faith to faith, 
from strength to strength, and from glory to glory. 
And thus he has finished his course with joy. . For 
him henceforth there is laid up a crown of righteous- 
ness which the righteous Judge will give him in that 
day. For he loved Christ's appearing, and he will 
not be ashamed before him at his coming. All, there- 
fore, is well with him. But beyond his new-made 
grave are the ten millions of Christless Mohammedans 
in China who are still unreached. And all is not well 
with them. Who then will follow William Borden, 
and go where he sought to lead? This is the ques- 
tioning call of his life and death, And God and men 
wait for a reply, 

PHILADELPHIA. 





Why Children Attend This Church 


A Plea and a Plan for the Junior Congregation 





By .Ernest Bourner Allen, D.D. 





ABIT is a hawser which holds many a life in the 
storm, The strands of the hawser are bound 
together in youth. Loyalty to*the church best 

begins in childhood, and wise is the church which 
trains the boys and girls in this way, especially when 
so many homes neglect it. It were well if the old- 
fashioned custom of taking the entire family to 
church should: prevail in more households to-day. 
For one youth alienated by this compulsion there are 
scores to give witness to its value, and the one excep- 
tion is doubtless a steadier man because of it. 

Are the children. at church to-day? Why not? 
And what -special endeavor is made to minister to 
them? The test of many a Sunday-school ig in the 
kind of church it is creating. We have always re- 
quired attendance at one regular church service in 
order to secure the honor record in our school, To 
train up an army of guerrilla saints is not an ideai 
service. Two of every five in the Sunday-school re- 
main unconverted, and not all who are converted 
come into the church. Early contact with the church 
services secures better trained Christians, with larger 
efficiency and broader vision. 

The church services is benefited by the presence 
of the children. There is no loss of dignity or-help- 
fulness when they are there.- Often they bring a 
warmth and inspiration which redeems it from cold 
formality. Happy is that church where 


* Children’s voices . . . make sweet music,’’ 


It is worth the endeavor of the church to stimulate 
and recognize the attendance of the children. If 
there is pastoral initiative and congregational co-op- 
eration, simple plans will yield a large fruitage. With 
these things in mind our Junior Congregation was or- 
ganized. It seeks to,encourage church attendance on 
the part of the children of the church and Sunday- 
school. Letters to parents and teachers were first sent 
out, followed by a pastoral plea to the young people 
themselves. So far as possible they are urged to sit 
with their parents. Others sit with their teachers, 
and occasionally an entire class proudly sits together. 
A special section of the gallery is reserved for all who 
are not with parents or teachers, and is in charge of 
two ushers and a committee of adults, 

All under twenty-one are enrolled, the older being 
asked to do it to encourage the younger. Those who 
are willing to do so sign the following pledge : 


**I desire to be enrolled as a member of the 
Junior Congregation of the Washington Street 
Congregational Church, and will try to be present 
every Sunday morning at the church service : 

To show my love and loyalty to Christ, 
To join in the worship of God, 

To help Christ’s kingdom, 

To helpemy own church home and pastor.” 


Occasional letters of encouragement or information 
are sent to those enrolled. Five minutes of each 
morning service is given to the special addresses. to 
the Junior Congregation, the themes covering a wide 
range of illustration and instruction. These talks 


have been borrowed by other churches for public 
reading. 


They seem to have helped old people in 





the congregation as well. A recent month included 
the following topics : 
Who Lives in Your House ? 
Why Ben Went to the Baby Class ! 
How Much Do You Ask for Your Brains ? 
Big Guns and Straight Shooting, 
Runaway ‘Trains. 
The Child’s Hand in the Vase. 
Five Loopholes, 


It is not intended, of course, that the subjects 
should reveal the message in every case, The appeal 
to curiosity is legitimate and fruitful. Conversation 
with parents reveals the. fact that the ‘‘junior’’. ser- 
mous are duly discussed in. the home by the family, 
not without. benefit. 

If one doubts whether he can find ‘sufficient mate- 
rial for such sermons let him have faith. Illustra- 
tions will multiply, and an appeal to the homes and 
to the children themselves will give the pastor many 
a story or seed-thought. Occasionally we vary our 
service by having a song by the Junior Choir, trained 
and led by our regular chorister. The hymn (or an- 
them) is specially selected. We call it ‘‘the Junior 
hymn,’’ and sometimes use it as the second hymn 
sung by the entire congregation. Sometimes the 
words only are repeated in unison by the Juniors. 

We have never offered prizes for attendance at the 
church services, This year a card of recognition will 
be given at Easter to those who have been present for 
a stated period and have madea record of the sermon 


texts. We believe the plan is worth while, and we. 


use it from October or November till Easter, As an 
illustration of the method the following talk on «A 
Spool of Thread and a Boy’’ will show what may be 
done in five minutes : 

‘*IT am showing you an ordinary spool of thread. 
This thread we are going to wind once or twice around 
Rollin to see if he can break it. You see he does it 
very easily. We will wind a little more, and we dis- 
cover he breaks this also, though it is harder. But if 
we can get a good start winding the thread about his 
arms, even though he struggles once in a while, we 
shall not need, you see, to use all of the thread in 
order to hold him quite securely. Now it is impossi- 
ble for him to break it. If he gets away some one 
must help him. 

‘« Now our thread on this young man tells us. that 
little things can be easily broken at first, but many of 
them make us slaves. Doing one wrong thing does 
not seem very dangerous, but doing several may hold 
us fast in wrong ways. These wrong things wind 
around our lives and keep them from being pure and 
good. If a man swears once, it is easier the next 
time. By and by he does it without thinking. If a 
man gets angry once, so that he strikes or injures or 
lies about another man, then it is likely he will be 
bound by his temper again. Finally he cannot con- 
trol it. _ If a student in school is satisfied to learn only 
a part of his lesson, by and by that is all he tries to 
learn, and he will fail. The way we do things, and 
the kind of things we do, will sooner or later hold us 
tight. | Every time we do anything, there is one wind 

(Continued on page 284\ 
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Does Mexico’ Need Christian Missions ?. | 


How America can help her next-door neighbor, and 
her farther neighbor, the new giant: Republic of Asia 


“From the Missionary Watch Tower,”’ conducted for 
the Times by Professor Harlan P. Beach, F.R.G.S. 





URING the last few months, dodging bullets and 
escaping from a dangerous situation to a less or 
more dangerous one seems to tell much of the 

story of American missionaries in Mexico. In some 
cases life is as eventful as this paragraph from Mr. 
Molloy suggests : ‘ In one two-hundred-and-fifty-mile 
buggy trip | played hide and seek with the revolution- 
ists. For instance, I had gone out of Ojacaliente when 
they came in andmadea lively raid on the town, taking 
horses and money according totheir sweet will. Another 
time, as I went to Villa de Cos by one road they had 
just gone out by another. I found our people had been 
terrorized in a shameful way. The soldiers had gone 
through the house and yard of Don Caterino Flores, 
shooting at random and demanding five hundred dol- 
lars, when as a matter of fact the family could not 
have given five dollars. Of Donna Inez Jauregui 
they demanded three hundred dollars, and when she 
told them that she did not have it they threatened to 
carry off hér daughter Mary. The poor mother was 
fortunately able to borrow the three hundred dollars, 
and in that way saved her girl.’’ 

Notwithstanding these drawbacks, Mr. Molloy’s 
outfit of folding organ, Bible chromos, temperance 
cliarts, stereopticon with temperance and Bible views, 
and a light spring wagon to carry them and him, 
brought joy to many hidden ones and to numbers 
who had not heard such messages before. It may be 
added as a digression, that when peace was declared 
at one stage of the revolution, so delighted were the 
people of Aguas Calientes that they celebrated it with 
a riot, in the course of which Mr. Moiloy's church 
door was broken in and his life endangered. 

‘« But why should we send missionaries to Mexico? 
It is already a Christian country, and has a civili- 
zation akin to our own. Though its recognized re- 
ligion is Roman Catholic, for that stage of develop- 
ment and among those‘Indian and mixed ‘races may 
not Catholicism be better adapted than Protestantism ? 
Besides, the Edinburgh World Conference platform 
had no representative of work among Romanists to 
voice their needs. If it had been deemed important, 
Latin America would surely have been represented.’’ 

Beginning with the last argument, it should be 
remembered that Edinburgh aimed to unite Protes- 
tants of all degrees of ecclesiasticism, from the Salva- 
tion Army to the highest of Anglicans and European 
Lutherans. As union was desirable, it was decided 
to avoid divisive -issues,; hence work for Romanists 
and for the Oriental churches was not represented, 
except as missionaries in Latin America labored for 
Indians and other pagans, or as men from the Levant 
looked ultimately to the salvation of Moslems, rather 
than to the proselyting of Greek Christians. Re- 
grettable as this seemed to most American Christians, 
without such action the Conference on Latin American 
Missions, held in New York on March 12th and 13th 
last, might perhaps not have been. 

A convincing reply to the remaining objections 
against carrying on work in Mexico is found in the 
addresses of Robert E. Speer, notably one deliv 
ered at the Rochester Convention of. the Student 
Volunteer Movement in 1910, and in his recent vol- 
ume, ‘*South American Problems.’’ It should be 
remembered that Mexico has no such form of Catholi- 
cisim as we know in the United States, and that the 
people holding it are far less enlightened. 

To cite a few of Dr. Speer’s arguments : Protestant 
missions in Mexico aré justified because (1) moral 
conditions warrant and demand the presence of any 
form of religion which will war against sin and bring 
men the power of righteous life; (2) because the 
Protestant enterprise, with its emphasis on education 
and its appeal to man’s rational nature, is required by 
the existing intellectual needs ; (3) because Protes- 
tant missionaries give the Bible to the people ; (4) be- 
cause of the character of the Roman Catholic priest- 
hood ; (5) because the Roman Church has not given 
the people Christianity of a true and vital type ; and 
(6) because the Roman Catholic Church there is at 
the same time so strong and so weak. 

Protestant missionaries are in Mexico from eighteen 
American and Canadian societies, besides one British 
society. The work is just now disorganized, and 
some missionaries are at home because of the revo- 
lution and general unrest; but before the revolution 


the latest statistics gave the force as 294 missionaries, 
aiding and aided by 529 Mexican helpers ; 43 cities 
and towns were centers of evangelical light and ac- 
tivity ; at 520 outstations Mexican Christians were 
testifying by word and renewed life to the power of 
the gospel—sometimes also by their blood. In 331 
church organizations 24,771 evangelical communi- 
cants and 15,068 Sunday-school scholars found a 
haven of spiritual rest and an opportunity to study 
God's Book. 

Our missionaries did not go to that republic for rea- 
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‘On the Missionary Firing Line 


The great need for work among lepers in India is sug- 


‘gested by, the fact that the 1911 census reports their num- 


ber in the empire as 109,094, an incredse of 11,757 since 
1901. 


While missionaries are going to West Africa to save 
men, the importation of spirits in the British West Africa 
colonies has increased between 1906 and I911I more than 
two million gallons, the total amount in 1911 being 6,835, - 
188 galions of body and soul destroying liquor. 


Mongolia, to which the heroic James Gilmour gave so 
much of his life, is at last awakening. Its mission to St. 
Petersburg ‘stated through its prince that the opening of 
schools and the publication of newspapers would be wel- 
comed by the Urga authorities, with due respect to the wishes 
of the Lama priesthood. Type and-machinery had already 
been bought, and one Mongolian school with twelve young 
men studying under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, are the 
first-fruits of the new régime. 


A remarkable document has been issued by an ancient 
Taoist monastery near Ningpo, China, addressed to Chris- 
tian leaders and others, asking their interest and possible 
presence at, a general council.. The reason for its assem- 
bling is that ‘*the establishment of the ‘ people’s realm’ 

the new republic] calls loudly for renovation in every- 
thing, and therefore this ancient ‘Taoist faith shall be re- 
formed and reaffirmed.’’ ‘This is only one indication of the 
religious ferment of New China. 


A most astonishing item was that sent from Peking on 
April 17, stating that the new republic. had officially re- 
quested all the Christian churches in China to set apart 
Sunday, April 27, as a day for prayer that the nation might 
be guided to a wise solution of the critical problems con- 
fronting her. This request was telegraphed to all gov- 
ernors and high officials within whose jurisdiction Christian 
communities are found, The problems specified are these : 
‘* For the National Assembly, for the new Government, for 


‘the President of the Republic who is yet to be elected, for 


for the Constitution of the Republic, for its Recognition by 
the Powers, for the maintenance of peace, and for the elec- 
tion of strong and virtuous men to office.’’ The repre- 
sentatives of provincial governments are in<tructed to attend 
the services on the day named. Already at the govern- 
ment’s request-such a service of intercession has been held 
in Peking. Probably never in history has a great non- 
Christian nation called upon a small body of Christian be- 
lievers to pray for its welfare in so definite and official a 
manner as this. Christians the world around should re- 
gard this as a personal call to intercession, not on April 27 
only, but as a constant exercise to be entered on their 
prayer lists, 


A Prayer for Two Needy Republics 





Thou who dost turn and overturn the nations of 
the earth, and who dost overrule the selfish and 
unloving purposes of men to thine own glory and 
to the advancement of thy Kingdom, bring out of 
the present unrest in Mexico, we beseech thee, a 
stable government in which righteousness shall 
tule and love reign. And do thou also move upon 
the hearts of the leaders of the Church in that 
republic in- such wise that they may see beyond 
the ideals of religion as hitherto held, and lay 
hold by a living faith upon thee and upon thy Son 
Jesus Christ, by whose merits alone all men may 
be saved. 

Remember especially that other republic, the 
last and most populous in the world, whose rulers 
have been wondrously wrought upon in this time 
of their national need to ask for the intercession 
of the Christian world. Hear, we beseech thee, 
the prayers and supplications already offered and 


* to be made for China, that her millions may know 


thee and serve thy Son, their Saviour and ours. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
giory, forever. Amen, 


sons which interest hearers of a famous lecturer on that 
land. Stoddard thus word-pictures Mexico : ‘‘A cown- 
try of mysterious origin and vast antiquity ; of noble 
scenery and impressive history ; of picturesque cos- 
tumes and a life half Spanish and half Oriental ; the 
dwelling-place of Aztecs and of Spaniards ; the battle- 
ground of Montezuma and of Cortez; the realm of 
sunshine and of silver—Mexico."" Upon such a stage 
the missionaries see a motley multitude restlessly or 
lazily moving. Of the more than fifteen million in- 
habitants, nineteen’ percent are of a pure or nearly 
pure white race, thirty-eight percent are Indians, and 
forty-three out of every hundred are of mixed race. 
Happily the Constitution of 1824 abolished all race 
distinctions, so that color lines are not sharply drawn. 
About eighty percent of the people are wholly illit- 
erate. The religious statistics for the 1910 Census 
have not yet been published, but they are not likely 
to vary much from the previous census, when less 
than one out of a hundred was a non-Catholic. 
Characterizing in a general way the inhabitants 
with whom missionaries have to do, the white Spanish 
class is ‘‘ forceful of word and phrase, energetic in 
movement, immensely vital, tremendously persistent, 
and wonderfully enduring.’’ As for the mixed race, 
its white blood usually gives it its character. Many 
of them are very intelligent and skilful; they are 
courteous and polite, and prodigally open-handed. 
The Indians, though poor workmen and unreliable, 
do most of the nation’s work. Half naked, sandaled, 
ignorant and poverty-stricken, the lowest of them 
‘‘betray that gloom and incurable sadness which 
seems to hang over nations destined to perish,’’ 


ELIGION in Mexico plays: an .important. past; 
especially on the social and political ‘sidesthe 
two political parties: being divided by the ques- 

tion of-religious control. Passion Week is a period. of 
religious frenzy, and the numerous church feast days 
are leading events in society.. Yet, as a book re+ 
cently published .in Mexico remarks, ‘‘ The prevail- 
ing religion is Roman Catholicism, but it may be said 
that its cult is confined to the weaker sex, as the 
majority of the men, although Catholic, do not prac- 
tise any religion.’’ The church and her religion is 
the Spanish-American woman's special kingdom. 
With the lower classes, especially the Indians, their 
faith is stiil fairly described as it was in the days of 
Abbé Dominic, who characterized it as a baptized 
heathenism, a mixture of superstitions unworthy of 
the name Catholic. 

Education is almost wholly in the hands of mission- 
aries in its secondary and higher stages, so far as a 
morally helpful training is concerned. The six theo- 
logical schools, twenty-four secondary schools, with 
their 4,024 students, and the 139 elementary schools 
with 7,640 pupils, are vehicles for the imparting of 
religious instruction, as well as of secular knowledge. 
Mr. Bassett of the Northern Methodist Board writes : 
‘We have more requests for the admission of poor 
boys and girls to our institute than we can grant. 
One Indian boy said to me, ‘Sefior, I want to go to 
the Pueblo Institute to learn something, as we in this 
village live like rats in a hole and never go out to 
see the world,’ ’’ 

Some of the work done is highly practical, as in 
the Colegio Moreles of the Northern Presbyterians, 
where, in addition to ten grades of the usual curricu- 
lum, they teach bookkeeping, stenography, cutting 
and fitting, sight singing, piano, drawing and Eng- 
lish. One missionary says of mission schools : ‘‘ They 
break down prejudice, and the students almost all 
return from our schools Christians or very friendly to 
the work. This always means a great opportunity to 
make a beginning in the community wherever these 
students may be found. The parents and neighbors 
in the towns from which the students come talk about 
the schools, and thus the interest and enthusiasm 
spread."’ 

Evangelical preaching and itinerating, so seriously 
interfered with of late by the revolutionists and brig- 
ands, is the most hopeful method of bringing to 
Mexico vital religion and a renewal of life. It so 
wells up within some of the converts that they must 
needs tell others. ‘hus in a church at Toluca, com- 

(Continued on page 282) 
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NE of the many progressive Sunday-schools to 
be found in the Pacific States is the First 
Methodist Episcopal of Oakland, California. 

Dr. George W. White is the minister, and Mr. H. 
Morton the Sunday - school superintendent. The 
church employs also a pastor's assistant and a deacon- 
ess. Mr. and Mrs. Morton joined the Oriental Sun- 
day-school Tour Party about March 1, and are now 
traveling with Mr. H, J. Heinz and his score of Sun- 
day-school workers, attending conventions and special 
meetings in Asia, en route to the World’s Sunday- 
school Convention in Zurich, 


The Building. — Because the former building was out- 
grown, a beautiful new structure is now in process of 
eréction at Broadway, 24th, and Webster Streets, to be 
completed this year at a cost of $175,000. In the old 
building the school maintained organized classes and 
separate departments in crowded quarters, At present 
they meet in a dance hall at Webster and 14th Streets, 
which is used every week-night for dances and until 
midnight on Saturday. In these more crowded and 
inconvenient quarters all the usual activities and spe- 
cial days are continued, that the boys and girls may 
not realize any lack. So well have these plane been 
carried out that the Sunday-school enrolment of 724 
has been maintained. 


The School.—The sessions begin promptly at 9.45 
A.M. Some of the strongest features are: thorough, 
complete organization, careful grading, annual pro- 
motions, organized classes, devotional spirit, and co- 
operation between departments. Graded Lessons are 
used in all grades, as far as they have been published. 


The Church Bulletin.—To increase the knowledge 
and interest of all church-members in the work of the 
Sunday-school, the plan has been successfully tried 
of printing from time to time, on the first page of the 
Church. Bulletin a picture of one department. On 
page three ten or a dozen lines are devoted to a con- 
densed report and brief description of the same de- 
partment. Within two weeks after the Cradle Roll 
picture appeared fourteen members were added at 
request of parents who were impressed by the picture. 
The very first Sunday two fathers hunted up the pri- 
mary superintendent to inquire whether their babies 
might become Cradle Roll members. 


Teachers and Teachers’-Meetings.—There are fifty 
teachers. This includes all departments of the school. 
All of the boys’ classes, through the Junior, Interme- 
diate, and Senior departments, are taught by men, 

The regular monthly meeting of the Sunday-school 
Board is held at 8 P. M., the second Tuesday of each 
month, attended by pastor, officers, and teachers. At 
this meeting plans and problems are presented which 
pertain to the Sunday-school as a whole. Depart- 
ment teachers’-meetings are held at different hours 
and places. For instance, the teachers of the Ele- 
mentary Division meet in the afternoon at the home 
of some teacher, combining business, lesson aims, 
and a social hour. 

Mrs. T. H. Hageman is both Elementary and Pri- 
mary Superintendent in this school, also Elementary 
Superintendent for the Northern California Sunday 
School Association, and a valued member of the In- 
ternational Elementary Committee. 


Some General and Special Activities.—In addition 
to the Sunday-school session, many other meetings 
are planned to help all departments. During morn- 
ing church service three young ladies care for babies 
and tiny children in the kindergarten downstairs, so 
that mothers can attend church. At 6.15 P. M. each 
Sunday, while the Senior Epworth League meets in 
one room, the Mizpah Intermediate League meets in 
another. The Junior League for boys and girls meets 
at 3.45 each Wednesday afternoon. In the Church 
Bulletin the attention of the young people is called to 
the Y. W. C. A. vesper service at 5 P.M. Sunday, 
and the Y. M. C. A. at 3.30 P.M. A Young Ladies’ 
Missionary Society meets the first Thursday afternoon 
of each month. The Ladies Aid, also Foreign and 
Home Missionary Societies, hold regular meetings. 
Practical work for Orientals is carried on. 

The Maddrill Bible Class of one hundred older 
members has one member ninety years old who at- 
tends every Sunday. 





hurch “In On” Children’s Day 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner, Elementary Super- 
intendent of the International Sunday School Association 





Last September a systematic effort to double the 
Cradle Roll membership in three months succeeded in 
doing this in two months. 

The Mothers’ Department meets monthly on a 
Thursday afternoon, where papers and addresses are 
given, topics discussed, and busy work is provided 
for their hands, 


Co-operation of Departments.—At the November 
meeting the mothers scalloped the edges and sewed 
two pieces of colored cambric to make cloth books of 
eight blank pages, so that one might be given to each 
primary child to take home and fill with Christmas 
pictures for a gift to each Cradle Roll baby. These 
were hung on a special Christmas tree for the babies. 
Others were made for children in hospitals and mis- 
sion fields, 

In December, while the mothers enjoyed their pro- 
gram, they buttonholed all the pretty tarletan stock- 
ings, to be filled for the children’s Christmas party. 
At this party the children joyfully made New Year's 
calendars for their parents, Two brothers, thirteen 
and eleven years old, printed on their own printing- 
press on dainty cards, as their Christmas gift to each 
Primary and Beginners’ child, the children’s grace : 


** God is great and God is good, 
And we thank him for our food. 
By his hand we all are fed ; 
Give us, Lord, our daily bread.’’ 


These were place-cards at the Christmas party. 


Spiritual Aim and Results.—One important feature 
is the observance of a wisely-planned Decision Day. 
For a number of years an average of forty-five Inter- 
mediate and Senior pupils have been converted and 
joined the church. In the Junior department the 
opportunities afforded by graded lessons for decisions 
are emphasized with good results. 

On the second and fourth Saturday of the month 
separate preparatory classes for boys and girls are held 
in the ladies’ parlor. The boys meet at 12 o'clock 
noon, and the girls at 1.30 P.M. The Preparatory 
Class for Adults meets in the pastor's study at 7.45 
P.M., the first Friday of the month. 


Special Days.—While so many helpful activities are 
maintained regularly, there is due recognition of all 
special days. At the October meeting of the Sunday- 
school Board the superintendent appoints a separate 


committee for each special day, so that each may’ 


know well in advance what is expected, and make 
suitable provision for the day. 


Children’s Day Committee.—About two months be- 
fore Children’s Day this committee meets and organ- 
izes into special sub-committees on program, music, 
decorations, flowers, ushers, andevehicles. A Promo- 





Clinical Notes 
By the Chief-of-Staff 


1. The general impression seems to be that success in 
special lines of Sunday-school work depends largely 
on equipment. Surely this reason for success is largely 
absent in a school that meets in a “ dance hall.” 


2. The idea of using the front page of the church bul- 
letin for pictures relating to some department of the 
school is new and novel. How much better than the 
same old picture of the church building. It makes the 
bulletin fresh as well as the school strong. 


3. It is worthy of note that the unusual is carried out, 
giving the church a school “that is different.’”” This 
always attracts. One can find the commonplace with- 
out looking for it, but doing an ordinary thing in an 
extraordinary way is what makes the hit. 


4. It is a fine plan to have each special day handled 
by a different committee, and each of these committees 
appointed at the same time,—the beginning of the year. 


5. How much better to promote from one department 
to another with these special features, such as passing 
through the gates, than merely to make a few remarks 
and hand each their promotion certificates ! 


6. This was Children’s Day, but note that special 
efforts were made to get all the old people there, and that 
the Home Department had its place in the program. 











tion Committee is added, as a part of the Children’s 
Day service consists of promotion exercises from the 
younger grades, although these pupils remain with 
the same grade teachers during the summer. Trans- 
fers of pupils are made to the higher grade when -the 
Sunday-school rallies in the autumn. 

Children’s Day is the one great day of the year 
when the interests of the Sunday-school are brought 
before the church and congregation. 


Week-Day Events.—As Children’s Day is usually 
the last event before scattering for the summer vaca- 
tion, several social gatherings are planned, making 
the week before Children’s Day a sort of Children’s 
Day week. It is the plan to give a Cradle Roll party, 
a Beginners and Primary party, a Junior picnic, and 
an Intermediate picnic. 


Arousing Interest.—About a month before Chil- 
dren's Day a letter is sent to the parents of each child 
to be promoted, stating this fact and outlining briefly 
the work expected to be covered before promotion. 
This helps greatly in securing the co-operation of 
parents. Invitations are sent to parents and friends 
of the Sunday-school to be present at the morning 
service, as this period is devoted to the Children’s 
Day program. A notice of the Children’s Day ser- 
vice is printed two weeks ahead of time in the Church 
Bulletin. On Children’s Day last year the picture of 
a group of Juniors appeared on the Bulletin. On the 
inside pages the names of children promoted from 
each department were printed. 


Children’s Day Service.—On Children’s Day mern- 
ing each department meets in its own room and forms 
in double line for the processional. 


The Processional.—From the back of the church, 
sixteen Intermediate girls, eight on a side, walk two 
and .two down two. aisles, carrying, wands wrapped 
with sweetpeas, or some other seasonable flowers. 
Just. before they reach the front seats they stand in 
each aisle, with the wands touching overhead, thus 
making two floral arches for the processional to pass 
under. At either side of the church auditorium are 
big swinging doors. The processional enters in two 
lines, through these two big doors, from Beginners to 
older Bible class members, each person carrying a 
bouquet of flowers. As they march they sing, led by 
the choir in the chor-loft. At either side of the altar 
are two large tables, upon which the flowers are placed. 
Immediately following the Children’s Day service, a 
special flower committee carries and distributes these 
bouquets in the free wards of the hospitals. 


Offering Baskets and Offering.— The same girls 
who carried the floral wands later pass the offering 
baskets. They have trimmed prettily with flowers 
small wicker baskets, to be used in for the offering. 
This is devoted to the educational fund of $200 year. 


Committee on Vehicles.—This committee arranged 
that all old people who could not come in any other 
way were brought in carriages or automobiles. 

Program.—The program consists of children’s 
songs, church hymns, Scripture reading and recita- 
tion, Bible facts, drills and stories, and graded mem- 
ory work, also a short address to the parents upon 
‘«The Child in the Midst.”’ . 


Cradle Roll Recognition.—June weather is ideal 
for attendance of the babies. Through written and 
telephone invitations a great effort is made to have 
all the Cradle Roll babies and their parents pres- 
ent at the Children’s Day service. The promo- 
tion of the three-year-old babies is always an im- 
portant feature. Across the entire platform extends a 
little white fence, about four feet high. In the center 
are hinged gates, to which are fastened broad pink 
ribbons. The fence and gates form,a beautiful feature 
of the decorations, because flowers are plentifully 
twined between the laths. While the Primary chil- 
dren sing ‘‘ Open the Gates for the Dear Little Feet,’’ 
two Beginners pull the pink ribbons and swing open 
the gates, and the babies toddle through. To each 
three-year-old the Sunday-school superintendent him- 
self presents a certificate to show that regular Sunday- 
school membership has begun. Two other Beginners 
stand beside a large basket of flowers and hand a 
bouquet to each of. these. 


When the gates were first, 
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LESSON FOR MAY 18 (Gen. 42) 


used, they were for the Cradle Roll only. Of late 


years all the graduates, including the Juniors, enjoy — 


passing through the gates as a symbol of promotion. 
Each department has its brief part in the program. 


The Promotion Exercises.—Last Children’s Day 
the Beginners recited together not more than three or 
four very simple verses, and sang ‘‘ Praise Him'’ be- 
fore passing through the gates and receiving certifi- 
cates. The Primary children recited considerable 
memory work, to the great delight of their teachers 
and parents, as well as of themselves. The Juniors gave 
Bible facts, drills, and stories. Each pupil of one 
class held a model of an Oriental object and told 
about it in his own words. At the-back of the room 
was an exhibit of work-books and extra hand-work. 

A class of Intermediate boys gave a flag drill with 
songs. It began with ‘‘America’’ and the reciting of 
patriotic selections, every alternate boy holding up an 
American flag. The second part consisted of Scrip- 
ture recitations, each alternate boy holding up a con- 
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quest flag. As each couple crossed the American and 
conquest flags, they made a very pretty sight. Their 


‘ closing song was ‘‘ Onward, Christian Soldiers."’ 


The Home Department took part in connection 
with one of the Adult Bible classes. They read a 
Psalm together in place of the regular Scripture 
reading. 

It is desirable that wherever possible the full pro- 
motion exercises, where Graded Lessons are used, 
should occur late in September, rather than on Chil- 
dren’s Day, but some schools whose attendance is 
greatly broken up have not yet found it possible to do 
so. However, the Children’s Day service may in- 
clude all such features as have been described, with 
the exception of the presentation of certificates. 

A beautiful song for the processional may be found 
in ‘‘Songs for Little People’’ (Pilgrim Press, 60 cents). 

***Tis Children’s Day; from heart to heart 
Let joy, let joy responsive ring,’’ etc. 
CHICcaAGo, 





Children’s Day in Graded Schools 


Making effective the new purposes and 
méthods of the Children’s Day celebration 


The Month’s Graded Forum, con- 
ducted by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin 
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The New Children’s Day 


HILDREN'S DAY has had its evolution. It be- 
gan as the time when, amid pretty decorations, 
the lower grades of the Sunday-school enter- 

tained the older pupils and vésiting parents with songs 
and recitations and various ‘‘exercises’’ to show their 
training—a sort of a floral show day that pleased the 
older people immensely (for varying reasons), that 
made the small performers more or less self-conscious, 
and that did very little good to anybody. 

From this it came to be promotion day—a Sunday- 
school commencement. Certificates and diplomas 
were awarded for work done, and more of that work 
was shown in the program. But when the graded sys- 
tém of lessons was adopted, it necessitated promotion 
‘upon ‘the last Sunday of Septembet, ‘fixing'it definitely 
and finally wherever the new lessons are studied. 

Under these conditions, what becomes of Children’s 
Day? Eliminated? Not atall. Nor can it go back 
to merely a ‘‘ pretty show.’’ We have gotten a higher 
view of Sunday-school endeavor. 

In many places it is already used as a missionary 
day, when the entire enrollment gathers in one body, 
and the thought of missions is presented in various 
ways throughout the service. 

However, the Church needs to recognize its children 
and the importance of childhood ; therefore I hold 
that a Children’s Day service belongs once a year— 
and preferably at this season—in the church®session, 
following the regular and usual Sunday-school hour. 
It does not belong in the earlier period, because the 
Sunday-school itself has evolved from a child’s school 
to the whole church at study, and for the large Bible 
classes of young men and women to give up their 
study to listen to an appropriate service would be, vir- 
tually, waste time for them, But the congregation 
may well be impressed by the value of its child-life, 

After discussing the subject at length and concur- 
ring in this thought, the Men’s Graded Union of Bir- 
mingham have suggested the following 


Children’s Day Program 


Organ Prelude. 

Hymn: ‘Saviour, like a shepherd lead us,’’—Cong. 

Prayer, By the Pastor. 

Scripture, Matt. 18 : 1-6, By the school superintendent. 

Song (appropriate) By Beginners and Primaries. 

Roll Call of Cradle Roll and presentation of souvenirs, 
As the roll is called, parents, nurses, and children come 
forward and stand before the rostrum. A rosebud, a bit of 
blue ribbon with Cradle Roil in gold lettering, or a pin is 

iven each child. Some schools give a certificate of mem- 
rship to each one enrolled during the year. 

Solo: ‘*I think when I read that sweet story of old.”’ 

Words of Memorial: By one especially fitted for this. 
This consists of reading the names of Cradle Roll babies, 
possibly older children, who have died during the year, 
with a few tender words about the Heavenly Home and 
the little ones kept safe. In churches practicing infant 
baptism, this may be substituted or added to the Memorial. 

Hymn: ‘A charge to keep I have,’’ Congregation. 
During the singing, the children are withdrawn. 

Offering. 

Short Sermon—preferably on ** The Worth of Childhood ”’ 

By the Pastor. 

Doxology. 

Benediction. 


For this occasion the church should be beautifully 


decorated by the Intermediate pupils of the school, 
thus giving them a special interest in the service; 
while a room in the building may be arranged for the 
babies and children when withdrawn, and this should 
be in charge of older girls who will volunteer to care 
for and amuse the little ones while the parents remain 
for the sermon. 

Promotion Day, Rally Day, Thanksgiving, Christ- 
mas, and Easter each has its message and its peculiar 
part in character-building, and Children’s Day, to be 
worthy of a permanent place in the Church calendar, 
must be significant of something more than flowers 
and pretty faces.—Lee McCrae, Birmingham, Ala. 


5 4 
Not a “ Show-Day” 


T IS clear that to have greatest good come from 
a celebration of Children’s Day the day must be 
an indication of what has been accomplished 

by the actual work done.. One of the most beautiful 
methods I have ever known has been the custom in 
one school with which I am familiar, On Children’s 
Day, at the hour set aside for the preaching service, 
the school comes in a body into the auditorium. 
They take a prominent part in the introductory devo- 
tional services. This school uses the uniform lessons, 
and has a course of supplemental lessons in connec- 
tion with them. At the appointed time, the members 
of the primary department go on to the platform and 
are thoroughly examined (verbally, of course) by the 
pastor upon the work they have been doing ; and each 
one is given a certificate or diploma rolled and tied 
with bright ribbon, thus combining Children’s Day 
and Promotion Day. So absorbed are they in the 
work they are doing that there is always an entire 
absence of self-consciousness. 

Where the Graded Lessons have come into use it is 
a comparatively easy matter to arrange a program, 
composed entirely of selections from the regular work. 
Some of the familiar songs may be used ; some of the 
memory work may be skilfully woven into responsive 
services and given ; and some of the lesson stories, 
selected with appropriateness to the occasion, may be 
told in a simple, natural way by the children them- 
selves, — 

The whole part taken by the primary department 
may be most attractive and helpful without any of the 
agonizing ‘‘ practise’’ and ‘‘ rehearsal’’ which in the 
past has consumed so much of the precious time that 
belongs to the teaching itself. How many times, 
when visiting a primary department, have I been 
greeted with: ‘‘I am so sorry, but we are not having 
the lesson to-day. We have set aside everything so 
that we could practise for Children’s Day."’ 

Let us aim to make our Children’s Day a real self- 
expression day, perfectly free from all the elements of 
a ‘*show-day.’’ Let us have the beauty of the flow- 
ers, simplicity of dress, perfect freedom from affecta- 
tion. Let us have the sweetness of love and heipful- 
ness in it all,—and let it be an outgrowth of the work 
done and ‘the impressions given.— Phebe A. Curtiss, 
Superintendent of the Home Depariment of the Ele- 
mentary Division of the Ohio Sunday-school Associa- 
tion, Columbus, Ohio. 
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What the “ Little People”’» Can Do 


HE message for Childten'’s Day to the little ones 
‘should be God's love and care. To the ‘‘grown-, * 
ups'’ the message should tell of the blessedness 

of child life here on earth. If the emphasis is to be 
placed upon the thought for the children, have the 
exercises in the Beginners room, with the central theme 
‘* Jesus’ love for all little children."’ 

Perhaps the older people need their presence. 
Allow the Beginners to give only a simple exercise or 
song as part of a general program by the entire school. 
Have the Beginners class plan some act of love, such 
as bringing a flower or tiny plant for the hospital, or 
for the sick and ‘‘ shut-ins,'’ One song, with a little 
dramatic effect, will be a sufficient effort for them. 


1. Sunbeam Song. 
Make eight large letters forming the word “ Sunbeams "’ on white 
cardboard, the letters in bright yellow. Hang these about the 
necks of eight children, who should stand in the front row; the 
children are grouped upon the platform. Any familiar sunbeam 
song may be sung, such as ‘‘ Jesus Wants Me for a Sunbeam.”’ 
2. Flower Song.—‘** Hark, the lovely blossoms,”’ 
(‘‘Sunday-school Hymns No. 1,” ‘lullar & Meredith, 25 cents.) 
In advance, have assistants make a dainty chain of any available 
ves or vine, long enough so that each child may grasp it with 
one hand as he goes upon the platform. If they form a circle as 
they stand, this chain should be on the outside. Each child may 
wear a little tissue paper flower cap. 

Class will sing ** Hark, lovely blossoms.’’ The same 
exercise could be used singing these words to the tune 
** Jewels.”’ 

** Little children, litile children, 
Abloom like the flowers, 
While their voices, happy voices, 
Ring merry and gay. 
Let us try, like the flowers, 
‘lo brighten the hours 
While we help one another 
At work or at play."’ ; 
3- Sleeping Beauty.—Song, ‘ etiog up of flowers.’’ 
(** Songs for Little People,’’ 118, Pilgrim Press, Boston, 60 cents.) 
With this exercise the children may carry a gladiolus bulb, wrapped 
in pink or violet and green tissue paper, cut to look like the flower 
when tied around it. As they march to the platform they can put 
bey in a large basket or onatable. These may be given to 
the Home for Aged Women or the Old Soldiers’ Home. 

Sing the first part of the song, letting one-half of the chil- 
dren curl up on the floor and go to sleep, One child is the 
sun, two are raindrops, two are breezes, 


_Sun (standing with arms forming circle around head) 
chants: ‘*‘ He maketh his sun to rise,!! 
Tunes forall chants are in the lesson papers of the second year’s 
work, ‘‘ He giveth snow like wool.”’ 
Wind (running about, blowing softly on sleeping plants) 
chants: ‘* He hath created the wind.’’ ’ 
Rain (going about tapping heads and backs of pldnts) 
chants: ‘‘ He giveth rain on earth,” 
All these little helpers may work and chant together, using the 
same tune, ‘Three or four repetitions are sufficient. 
Then all sing the second half of ‘* Waking Flowers,’’ 
called ‘* The Flower Hymn,”’ as children rise. 
Leave platform to the music of Mendelssohn’s ‘+ Spring 
Song.’’ 
If the day is celebrated in their classrooms, the children could 
bring their popere for the year, made into booklets by mother, to 
be sent to children in foreign lands. 
Sing the fourth verse of ‘‘ The Father’s Care.’’ 
(‘* Songs for Little People, 6.) 
Sing: ‘* Love Him, Love Him.’’ 
(Carols : Leyda Publishing Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 
— Mrs. A. W. Armatage, Minneapolis, Minn. 


# 


In addition-to the Children's Day suggestions 
given here and in the ** Sunday-school fas inic” on 
the facing page, an article on page 272, ‘' Why 
Children Attend This Church,” describes a a or 
reaching children that has succeeded admirably. 
The verse and the story ‘: For Children at Home,” 
on page 281 may be used effectively in Children's 
Day exercises, and the advertisers’ announcements 
on page 284 offer further suggestions for observ- 
ing the day. 
“ 


Using What Juniors Have Learned 


HREE. suggestions for Children’s Day programs 
(indicated by A, B, C), each to be combined 
with appropriate music, are here given. . 


A. Program based upon the memory work of the 

Junior department : 

One scholar : The Ten Commandments have been given 
to us for a special reason. They are not to be learned 
only, but they are to be used. They answer ten im- 
portant questions. 


The following questions may be asked by one scholar, or by ten 
standing side by side, the answers, which are to be in the words of 
the Commandments, to be given by the whole department. In either 
case, the questions should ke arranged in such a way that the Com- 
mandments will not be recited in the usual order, but will call for a 
thoughtful answer 


1. Is it right to worship many gods ? 
2. Is it right to worship idols ? 
(Continued on page 282) . 
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LESSON 7. MAY 18 JOSEPH MEETS HIS BRETHREN 


Genesis 42. Commit verses 15, 16 


Golden Text: Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.—Galatians 6 : 7 





The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


MAN in Brooklyn had a young friend, a house- 
builder, whom he wanted to help, as he knew 
the young man was engaged to marry an esti- 

mable young woman who had worked as a seamstress 
in his family. ‘The gentleman called the young man 
to his office, and gave him a contract for a good sub- 
stantial house. The specifications called for the best 
brick and timber, the best grade of flooring and 
wood-trim, and the best quality of plumbing, etc. 
The young man thought he saw a way to increase his 
resources for his coming marriage. e scrimped on 
that contract. He put in inferior brick and second- 
class woodwork and plumbing, and pocketed the dif- 
ference. When the day for inspection came, the 
owner looked it all over with the young man and in- 
vited the young woman who was to marry him to 
join them, After an inspection of the building, the 
gentleman produced a paper from his pocket and 
presented it to the young woman, saying that it was 
a deed for the house her husband-to-be had built, and 
congratulating them both he went away. Do you 
pity that young man compelled to live amid the silent 
testimony of his away That is what every 
man does with his past. My identity, my past, m 
character, are always with me. If there is crooked- 
ness in my life, it will live with me to the end, 





The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘limes.] 


It is likely that the lesson that is made to carry one 
simple, strong moral lesson is more effective than the 
lesson that carries a too great number of points. The 
teacher is often tempted to expand everything that a 
lesson contains, It is a temptation that should be 
resisted. It is a good rule to ask yourself, ‘* Why 
did this author write these words, and what was his 
purpose ?.” 
that question; but if we cannot answer it, it is safe 
to assume that our pupils will not. Professor Clow’s 
heading for his article sets the key for all the other 
articles in this issue. There are indeed many most 
useful moral lessons to be _— from this chapter, 
but probably that lesson will be most effective which 
most clearly indicates that our sins do find us out 
even as their sin did ‘‘ find” these ten brothers. But 
it is not imperative that a teacher take this particular 
keynote, It is quite as true that this lesson teaches 
repentance, as Dr, Thomas’ note on verse 21 shows, 
Subordinate lessons need not be left out, but may be 
used to Jead up to the one thought that is selected as 
the dominant one. 


The Class in Session 

Professor Clow reminds us at the outset that the 
Heavenly Father was leading Joseph into a place of 
great power, not wholly as a reward for his personal 
virtues, but that he may be the instrument to carr 
out God’s great plans for the whole family of israel. 
It would be quite erroneous to urge virtues like 
Joseph’s on a young lad with the assurance that his 
success in life would be as great as Joseph’s. He 
would doubtless be a success, but God raises men up 
not for their own sakes, but for what er may do for 
others when they get there. Most clearly of all does 
this chapter show how our own past evil comes around 
again to our doors, as Mr. Ridgway’s first paragraph 
puts it, 
' The famine was part of the whole plan. It put 
pressure to bear on every one concerned in our his- 
tory, and pressure is just the thing to bring out hid- 
den strength, and hidden weakness. The pressure 
of the famine was at Joseph more and more 
pee as the wisdom of his preparations was daily 

eing proved. The pressure of the famine showed 
the latent vigor and resourcefulness of Jacob, as Pro- 
fessor Clow points out in paragraph 2, and the same 
pressure was moving the ten sonsof Jacob to an hour 
when they would be compelled to stand face to face 
with their crime of maybe twenty years ago. Dr. 
Thomas indicates in his opening paragraph that 
Joseph was at least thirty-seven years old by this 
time, and beyond doubt very much changed in ap- 
pearance, and of course speaking in the Egyptian 
tongue. Reminding ourselves of the probable fact 
_ of Benjamin’s primacy in the affections of the aging 

ge as Dr. Thomas notes on verse 4, we are ready 

or the dénouement that comes in that Egyptian 
palace. 

If we wonder why Joseph should speak roughly to 
those ten men, we must remember that he could do 
nothing until he knew into what sort of men they 
had developed. If they were still the sort of men 


It may not always be easy to answer, 





3 And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy grain from 
t. 4 But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob sent not 
with his brethreu ; for he said, peradventure harm befall 
him. 5 And the sons of Israel came to buy among those that 
came: for the famine was in the land of Canaan. 6 And Jo- 
- was the governor over the land; he it was that sold to 
all the people of the land. And Joseph's brethren came, and 
bowed down themselves to him with their faces to the earth. 
And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but made 
imself strange unto them, and spake roughly with them ; and 
he said unto them, Whence come ye? And they said, From 
the land of Canaan to buy food. 8 And Joseph knew his 
brethren, but they knew nothim. 9 And Joseph remembered 
the dreams which he dreamed of them, and said unto them, 
Ye are spies ; to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. 
1o And they said unto him, Nay, my Lord, but to buy food 
are thy servants come. 11 We are all one man's sons; we are 
true men, thy servants are no spies, 12 And he said unto 
them, Nay, but to see the nakedness of the land ye are come. 
13 And they said, We thy servants are twelve brethren, the 
sons of one man in the land of Canaan ; and, behold, the 
oungest is this day with our father, and one is not. 14 And 
Jose said unto them, That is it that | spake unto you, say- 
ng, Ye are spies : 15 hereby ye shall be proved : by the life of 
Pharaoh ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest 
brother come hither. 16 Send one of you, and let him fetch 
your brother, and ye shall be bound, that your words may be 
roved, whether there be truth in you: or else by the life of 
haraoh surely ye are spies. 17 And he put them all together 
into ward three days. 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


(The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
ber, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the ‘Times.) 

Verse 2,—How far was Egypt from Jacob’s home? 
(Thomas; Lesson Scenes, 4.) 

Verse 4.—Why was Jacob more solicitous of Benjamin 
than of his other sons ? (Thomas.) 

Verse 6,—-Waus such a greeting of an official customary ? 
(Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 7.— Why did Joseph speak roughly to his brothers ? 
(Thomas; Clow, 3; Class in Session, 3.) 

Verse 9.—What connection was there between Joseph’s 
recollection of his dreams and his accusing his brothers of 
being spies? (Clow, 3; Thomas; Class in Session, 4.) 

Verses 14, 15.—Why did Joseph thus insist that his 
brothers were spies? What is the significance of the 
phrase ‘*by the life of Pharaoh’’? (Clow, 3; Thomas; 
Class in Session, 5.) 

Verse 17.—Why did Joseph imprison his brothers? 
(Clow, 3; Thomas; Lovett, 4, 5; Class in Session, 5.) 

Verse 18.—What is the significance of Joseph’s state- 
ment, ** for I fear God’’? (Thomas; Mackie, 3.) 

Verse 21.—Why should Joseph’s brothers have recalled 
their cruel treatment of Joseph in this connection? (Clow, 
4; Thomas.) 

Verse 22.—What is the meaning of the statement, ‘‘ his 
blood is required ’’ ? (Thomas. } 

Verse 23.—In what language had Joseph’s brothers been 
speaking ? (Thomas. ) 

Verse 28.—Why were they so troubled when they dis- 
covered that the money had been restored? Why did they 
assume that this was a judgment of God upon them? 
(Clow, 4; Thomas; Howard; Class in Session, 5.) 

Verse 37.—Did Reuben mean literally to give the life of 
his two sons as ransom ? (Thomas, ) 

Verse 38.—Why did Jacob say of Benjamin, ‘he only 
is left’??? What did Jacob mean when he said, ** Then 
will ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol ’’? 
(Thomas. ) 








that they were on the plains of Dothan, he could not 
enjoy discovering himself to them. So he applies 
pressure to them in the shape of trouble to discover 
what sort of men they now are. Dr. Thomas on 
verse 9, and Professor Clow’s third paragraph, tell us 
why Joseph called them spies. 

hat is a dramatic situation, and to it all the events 
of Pago have led. Joseph remembers his dreams, 
and his brothers are in deep trouble. Each has 
earned by his past the emotions of that moment. We 
can revel in the joy of a man whose dreams of honor- 
able positioncome true. Mr. Ridgway has something 
to say about that in paragraph 2, and Professor Clow 


in pereare® >. 

fhe brothers are surprised at the suspicion that 
they come into, and offer the very good defense that 
they are brothers, as no hostile country would send a 
group of men from one family on the dangerous and 
expert duties of the spy. His demand for the pres- 
ence of Benjamin is the natural proof that their story 
is true, but this only adds to their difficulty, for they 
now stand between this threatening prince with the 
power of life and death in his hands and their father 
on whom they must bring a new sorrow if they are 
to be saved alive. Into the prison they go, and there, 
looking with blanched faces into each other's eyes, 
the specter that has haunted their thoughts on many 
a dark night of their herdsman’s life stalks out and 





whis; for so long in smothered darkness now 
speaks openly, and they know that théir sin has 
found them out, as Professor Clow’s fourth paragraph 
shows. Yet the manner-of their conviction shows 
that during these years they had softened and not 
hardened, for they make open confession, which 
shows a new spirit in them (Mr. Ridgway’s fifth 
paragraph). This confession Secu hears, under- 
standing their words, while they know it not. Thus 
he learns that his brothers are repentant, which is 
one great thing gained, and he changes his plan and 
sends them all away but Simeon. The scene closes 
with the brothers trembling in fear at their money 
being found in their sacks, for it may subject them 
to the charge of theft, and with 
over the loss of Simeon and the 
jamin. 
The Lesson Summary 
Particularly in America to-day is it important that 
the message of this Scripture be very clearly pro- 
claimed. oy | and many a voice is raised to-day to 
convince men that sin is not so awful a thing as we 
were wont to believe. Browning was right when he 
declared that the corner-stone of Christianity is the 
declaration that sinisman’senemy. In the language 
of the street, we cannot sin and ‘* get away with it.” 
The same God that brought the sons of Jacob face to 
face with a wrong done a score of years before is the 
God of destiny to-day. Nor need we try over hard - 
to show ow sin will return to the sinner. It will re- 
turn from some unexpected and unlooked-for way; 
its working out will be oftentimes very slow, but in 
God’s world of iaw and order no sin will be over- 
looked,—not one little one. In God’s world of grace 
sin may be forgiven through Jesus Christ if we con- 
fess and repent, even as_after a thorough purging 
the brothers of Joseph were forgiven because they 
confessed and repented. ‘The whole business of the 
Christian religion is 'to show men how to get rid of 
sin and become holy. 


Questions for Class Use. ) 
1. What do you think ‘* be sure your sin will find yo 
out’? means? 
- How does Galatians 6: 7 apply to this lesson ? 
. Why did Joseph take'no revenge on his brothers ? 
. Why did he not discover himself to them at once? 
. Why did he demand Benjamin ? 
6. Can you imagine any wiser and kinder treatment than 
Joseph gave his brothers ? 
7. Why does Reuben seem the most likable of the ten 
brothers ? 


Other Teaching Points 

The way to judge a person is to see what he is when the 
pressure is upon him,—pressure of sickness or poverty, or 
just annoyance and hurry and the responsibility of daily life. 

One of the great joys of life is to hang on to an ideal to 
the death if need be, and then some day find that the ideal 
has come true, Ideals do come true if they are right and 
we are right. 

There is an element of surprise in life. Its culminations 
come so suddenly, Joseph’s honor came suddenly, The 
brothers’ conviction came suddenly. 

Joseph treats his brothers roughly, not because he wished 
them harm, but in order to see if it was safe to treat them 
kindly, So the Father treats us roughly sometimes to pre- 
pare us for a joy. 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Gen. 43.) 

Hard times are not pleasant, but they often develop 
strength as nothing else will do. And one of the real 
tests of hardship is that it either makes us sympa- 
thetic with others or cruel toward them. Joseph’s 
brothers were put to it to keep body and soul to- 
gether, by reason of the scarcity of food, and Joseph 
made life harder still by holding Simeon as a hostage 
until they should produce Benjamin, But these men 
stood the test pretty well. 

1. How did Judah persuade Jacob to let Benjamin go? 

2. Why did Jacob send that gift to the unknown Egyp- 
tian ? 

3. How did the ten try to demonstrate their honesty to 
Joseph ? f 

4. Why did Joseph have that feast with them and yet not 
tell them who he was? 

5. See if you can discover in the lesson 

When empty stomachs make active wits. 
Trouble in the family. 

When a man pawned himself. 

A man who expected nothing but trouble. 

Men who did not know what was coming next. 
Dreams that kept coming true. 

A man ‘too happy to laugh. 


Evanston, ILL, 
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LESSON FOR MAY 18 (Gen. 42) 


“Your Sin Will Find You Out” 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, D.D. 


S ONE looks down from a height on a road 
which makes its way, with many a winding and 
with some strange backward turns, he sees 

both its direction and the reason of every bend it has 
taken. He can mark how it avoided that marsh on 
the one side and that long ascent on the other, and 
understands the skill and genius of the engineer who 
planned it, In the same way we shall understand 
these chapters in the story of cy only as we look 
at them from some commanding height, only as we 
remember that God’s great purpose is to bring Israel 
into Egypt, and to bring them in, not as mere alien 
adventurers fleeing from famine to return to Canaan 
when its pastures had become green again, but as a 
favoted and protected family, so that they might 
grow into the tribes of Israel. It is a part of his pur- 
pose that they should be educated in the noblest 
school of learning the world then knew, and be dis- 
ciplined, both in faith and character, by years of 
stern and oppressive dealing, until they were pre- 
pared for the desert and the Decalogue of his will. 
Tn this chapter we have a single act of this won- 
drously told drama. It has four scenes. The first 
takes place in the home of Jacob in Canaan. 

When the story opens, Canaan had become a land 
of desert-like fields and dying flocks. The household 
stores had run low. e see Jacob evidencing the 
same vigorous, er and resourceful character. 
We hear the ol 
minded sons, ‘‘ Why do ye look one upon another?” 
Nothing is more annoying to a man of strong mind 
and resolved action than this idle looking cne upon 
another while nothing is done. But we see also the 
old defect of character in his partiality to Benjamin, 
Rachel's younger son. It is another instance of our 
human slowness to learn the lessons God would 
teach us, and to yield our wills to his discipline. 

In the second scene we are shown the ten brethren 
bending low toward Joseph. Joseph knew them, and 
his dreams must have flashed into his memory with 
the assurance that God had been behind his life in 
every strange turn of it. Nothing is more strength- 
ening to faith than to realize that some- event 
which our after-history seems to mock, or some 
promise which seems most unlikely to be fulfilled, is 
amazingly realized in the providence of God, although 
we have done nothing towards its fulfilment. But 
Joseph did not make himself known to them for a 
wise and necessary reason. He wished now to test 
them and to see whether they were changed men. 
The thought of bringing the whole family down to 
Egypt must have lodged itself early in so prudent 
and far-seeing a mind, But if they were still what 
they once were,—rough, reedy, vengeful, evil-living 
men, that step could not be taken. is charge that 
they were spies was the obvious accusation to make. 
The secret political service of the time was usually 
carried out by suppliants who came seeking favors. 
Their reply,‘‘ We are all one man’s sons,” was a good 
rejoinder. No country would be likely to choose 
its spies as members of a single family. In their 
further protests, when they tell the whole truth both 
about Benjamin and about himself, Joseph sees evi- 
dence for believing that they are changed men, an é 
that, by God's grace, their past evil, never-forgotten 
deed had been their chastisement and their correc- 
tion. It often happens that some single sin brings a 
man to his senses, lets him see the heinousness of 
his iniquity works out a chastened character. 

The next scene, in the prison, discloses this change 
of character so as to convince Joseph of its sincerity. 
They are allowed to lie in ward for three days. 
Those three days were full of self-accusation, When 
Joseph visited them with his new terms, that one of 
them remain bound with him, while the others re- 
turned and brought back Benjamin, he: launched a 
dart which struck their consciences in the tenderest 
spot. They no longer keep silence one to the other, 
but break out in reproaches of themselves and con- 
fessions of their guilt. In this strange ruler, dis- 
guised and speaking through an interpreter, and his 
refusal to listen to their entreaties, they saw them- 
selves in that merciless afternoon when their young 
brother made his professions and entreaties, and was 
mocked. Their sin had found them out. We must 
not interpret this often misread and misquoted Scrip- 
ture to mean that every sin will be found out. That 
is not true, There have been many sins, dark and 
heinous, which have not been found out, and will not 
be known until that final day when the sea shall 
give up its dead. This great saying means that 
every sin we commit shall one day, whether men 
know it or not, face us in some retribution, or shame, 
or strange penalty. As Reuben, who had played 
the least unworthy part, spoke to remind them of 
“the sin against the child,” Joseph was overcome 
and turned aside. He took Simeon, although Reuben 
was the eldest, without doubt in recognition of Reu- 
ben’s gentler part, and sent the other nine brethren 
on their way, laden with corn, and with the price of 
it in the mouth of each man’s sack. 


In the last scene we find them again facing their , 


sin as it-has met them, first in the money each man 
found placed there, as they suspected, to be a fresh 


man’s keen rebuke to his feebler-. 
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accusation against them; and as it met them again 
in Jacob’s awful eyes full of mingled questioning and 
sorrow, When the bundles of money fell upon the 
floor even Jacob feared, for they forecasted the im- 
possibility of returning to Egypt to face so stern a 
ruler, who would visit their rs dishonesty with 
a ruthless vengeance. Jacob breaks utterly down. 
As the chapter closes, we are left with the old man’s 
thetic lament. It is the lamentation of one who 
as not yet learned how gracious the Lord is, or 
—— that they who.trust him shall want no good 
thing. : 
This story teems with some of the deepest moral 
lessons which the heart can receive. One is that a 
first and seemingly fatal mistake in life may be reme- 
died through the grace of God. Another is that men 
cannot expect men whom they have played false to 
trust them easily. The man who has gone wrong 
must win his way back by patient’ proofs that his 
character is changed. Another is that a repentance 
without a confession is like an abscess which has not 
been opened and emptied. But the greatest of all is 
the ruling truth that God can make even man’s 
wrong-doing to work out the purposes of his love to 
them and to those whom they have wronged. 


GLascow, SCOTLAND, 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


HE Connection.—The line of divine purpose for 
Israel is now resumed, and the links in the 
chain of Providence come before us. The 

famine affected Canaan, and this brought Jacob and 
Joseph once more together. If the seven years of 
plenty began soon after Joseph’s appointment he 
would now be about thirty-seven years of age (41 : 46). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.—Saw: Learned from others, perceived 
by their peepee in going to Egypt, and also 
probably heard through reports.—Look one upon an- 
other: In a helpless, undecided, and perplexed way. 

Verse 2.—Get you down; See 12:10; 26:2. A 
journey of several days. 

Verse 4.—Benjamin ; He was not sent, lest trouble 
should happen. He had ape f taken Joseph's place 
in his father’s affections, and perhaps Jacob may 
have thought that Benjamin might also be the object 
of their jealousies. He was now over twenty. 

Verse 5.—Among those: Many others’ weree in the 
same plight, and in their journeying would doubtless 
form large caravans for protection.—Famine : ‘''The 
same causes which led to a diminution of rain in the 
Abyssinian mountains and with it the water of the 
Nile, brought drought and famine to Palestine.” 

Verse 6.—So/d: Done under his supervision, 
though in this case Joseph naturally required the 
applicants to appear before him.—Bowed down: 
Thereby fulfilling the boyhood dream (37: 7, 8). 

Verse 7.—Roughly: Perhaps primarily to bring 
them to a consciousness of their guilt and to discover 
the real state of their hearts. There is no proof 
whatever of any resentment ; quite the contrary (v. 
24; 45:1). Perhaps the absence of Benjamin awak- 
ened his suspicions that they were still of the same 
character as of old. -His purpose to discipline his 
brothers necessarily prevented him from revealing 
himself too soon. 

Verse 8.—Kunew not: Quite naturally after twenty 
youre, especially in view of his high position and 

gyptian dress, etc. 

Verse 9.—Remembered: The sight of his brethren 
bowing themselves before him recalled his dreams to 
mind.—Sfies: A perfectly natural charge, since 
Egypt was in danger of assault from the east and 
northeast. Assuming, as we do, that it was the 

eriod of the Shepherd Kings (Hyksos), Egypt was 
in constant dread of attacks from the then powerful 
Assyrians, and as Joseph’s brethren came from Asia 
and were of Chaldean origin they might well be re- 
garded as spies, since they would resemble Semites. 
—Nakedness : Unprotected and unfortified condition. 

Verse 14.—Sfizes: As he knew by this time that 
they were not spies, his persistence is to be under- 
stood by a desire to bring them to true repentance, 

Verse 15.—By the life of Pharaoh: A common 
form of taking oath among the Egyptians.— Young- 
est brother : They would prove their truthfulness by 
producing Benjamin. 

Verse 17.—/nto ward: Apparently because of 
their unwillingness to accept his proposal, but 
really to try them, and by means of their experienee 
of suffering to awaken repentance. 

Verse 18.—/ fear God; The use of ‘*God” rather 
than ‘‘ Jehovah,” because the latter would have di- 
vulged either his Hebrew origin or his knowledge of 
the Hebrew faith. The word seemed to be intended 
to impress them more deeply than the preceding 
statement, ‘‘ By the life of Pharaoh.” It means that 
Joseph was religious and conscientious and would 
not think of condemning them purely on suspicion. 

Verse 21.—Guizity : Joseph’s treatment was begin- 
ning to produce its intended result. The law of 
association was at work, and their treatment by him 
reminded them of their treatment of Joseph. - 


* good dreams. 
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Verse 22.— Reguired: In accordance with the law 
against bloodshed (9:5) with which Jacob’s sons 
were clearly acquainted. 

Verse 23.—/oseph understood : They thought they 
were talking in a foreign dialect to the great Egyp- 
tian, especially as he spoke to them through an inter- 
preter. They did not realize that he understood their 
own Hebrew tongue. 

Verse 24.—Simeon: Reuben the firstborn was 
comparatively guiltless ; perhaps Simeon was the 
eldest of the guilty ones, or the chief instigator. 

Verse 25.—Sack: Apparently travelers carried one 
kind of bag for the corn and another for the asses’ 
provender. The money was in the second. 

Verse 28.—Heart failed; Through sudden fear lest 
they should be regarded as thieves. They felt that a 
divine judgment was upon them. : 

Verse 35.—Empiied: From verse 28 it seems as 
though only one had opened his sack on the journey, 
and the rest on arrival at home, but from 43: 21 it 
would seem as though one after another must have 
opened his sack, though only one is actually men- 
tioned in verse 27. 

Verse 36.— You bereaved: Perhaps this suggestsa 
suspicion that after all he believed they were respon- 
sible for Joseph’s death, aud on this account would 
not trust Benjamin to them.—Against me: On the 
coutrary, everything was in his favor. Contrast Ro- 
mans 8 : 28, ‘‘ All things work together for good.” 

Verse 37.—S/ay: He had four sons (46:9), the 
reference being probably to the two oldest. Perhaps 
it meant simply the strongest possible expression of 
Reuben’s devotion, or else of his conviction that all 
would go well. 

Verse 38.—HHe only ; That is,of Rachel’s children. 
He was the sole survivor.-—Sheo/: 37: 35. He would 
enter the unseen world with grief. 


Wycuirre Co.Luece, ‘Toronto, 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


** Round an’ Round.” — Ze sons of Israel came to 
buy (v. 5). Columbus discovered that this world is 
built on the circular plan. So things come ‘round. 
God seems to havea way of rounding men up against 
their meannesses,—not to punish, but to save them. 
Ten fratricides being starved toward their redemp- 
tion. Tramping down to theland of Forgiveness. Yes, 
George, that is just the kind of God ours is. When 
jealousy and hate tempt you to hook up with the 
Devil, don’t forget the years of misery ahead. And 
if the Devil should get you, don’t forget, either, the 
— down in Egypt (Mark 3: 28; John 3: 17). 

me years ago a lot of Coatesville mill men set it 

on Tom Wilkins and made it ‘‘so hot for him” that 
om left the mill and the town and was soon forgot- 
ten. As the years ran on, the Coatesville mill failed 
and shut down. The men all went up to a new 
late mill at Catasauqua to Bee if they could get a 
job. Behold, ‘‘the boss” was none other than Tom 
Wilkins! Yes, they all got a job, because they were 
good men. So was Tom. 


Boyhood Dreams.—/oseph remembered the dreams 
(v. 9). What fun for Joseph to see the boy dream 
come true, When Mr. Carnegie was a poor boy liv- 
ing with his widowed mother in her, little candy 
shop he used to dream of the day when that beloved 
little Scotch mother of his should have a nice home 
like other mothers out in East Liberty. ~He will tell 

ou that the most fun his success ns ever given 

im was when this dream came true. Always have 
‘* A fellow can’t regulate his dreams.” 
Indeed he can. When I was a boy I never dreamed 
Sunday-schools or Bible classes, because I was not 
in the business, I didn’t dream autos or aeroplanes. 
There were none. We never dream things we don’t 
know. But I used to often dream the man who owned 
the orchard had caught me. The clean farmer's boy 
dreams rl agg grain and advancement in life. To 
be somebody. And this is what I want all boys to 
dream, Joseph remembered his dream with joy as 
he saw it working out so beautifully before him under 
the hand of God (Prov. 23: 7; Psa. 51 : 10). 

In the Machine Shop.— We are true men (v. oy 
Were they ? .Living a lie for years. True only in 
spots. Bentz, our foreman, said, ‘‘ The crank-pin is 
true, but the shaft is sprung ” (crooked). If you were 
a mechanic you would know that no true crank-pin 
could run true until the shaft was straightened. Can 
a man be a true man with the heart the least little 
bit crooked? Can the fine lathes at the watch fac- 
tory be true with crooked spindles! Is there a man 
whose heart is not just a little bit crooked ? Createin 
me a new spindle, O Lord, and renew a right driving 
gear within me. The world never needed true men 
more than it doesto-day. The world is running auto- 
matic now, like its machinery. The peoplerule. If the 
world does not get heaven-built and tested men who 
run true—God help the world ! Religious men, hon- 
est men, true men ; there can be no prosperity other- 
wise. Look over the world and see for yourself 
(John 8 : 32; 16: 13; Prov. 2: 12, 15). 

The. Daily Test.— Hereby ye shall be proved (v. 15). 
Every smart man proves things (1 Thess.5 : 21; Mal. 
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3: 10). 
very instant, but didn’t know it. 
you. Harry French applied for a a 
The “old man’’ put him through a 
course of questions, ‘‘ 1 wonder if you really 
are any good,’’ remarked the ‘‘old man,’’ 
‘* Just try me,’’ suggested Harry. And the 
‘*old man ’’ was trying him at that very in- 
stant as he stood there with polite bearing, 
modest answers, and clean record. Every 
one of you young fellows is in some ‘old 
man’s’’ testing machine. I tried to get one 
of-the boys out of last graduating class at the 
high school, They were all Sunday-school 
boys. They were all engaged. The mills 
and the banks had been proving them dur- 
ing their course, Manya salesman wonders 
why he doesn’t do certain-business, He has 
been proved and found dirty-mouthed and 
crooked-tongued. Joseph knew his breth- 
ren were telling the truth, But he would 
prove them nevertheless, because it is the 
material we think to be good that goes to 
the testing machine, 


The Schoolmaster.—/etch your. brother 


They were being proved that 
So are 


(v. 16). oy planning for the whole 
family, for he knew what famine was still 
ahead. Me hit them this hard crack in 


order, to stir them, just as you see in verse 
21, It was a part of his plan for their re- 
demption, Their sin had hung over them 
all the years as the black cloud hangs over 
the valley. Now it settles like a Black 
Horse Hill fog, and repentance begins. 
That’s God’s way. Lots of ‘trouble’’ is 
only the other Joseph saving his brethren by 
bringing them to the *‘ mourners’ bench.’’ 
**What, must father be hit again’? ‘Their 
faces displayed their hearts, and Joseph saw 
they were no longer evil. Years ago they 
didn’t mind hitting that father good and 
hard. Something had happened to the boys. 
Some years ago a horse trainer came to town 
and advertised for vicious horses, They 
came from far and near. In a little while 
that trainer would drive these aforetime 
kickers, biters, buckers, run-aways up and 
down Main Street ** like old cows,’’ as Uncle 
Billy said. ‘That trainer somehow put a new 
spirit in the horses. That is what God had 
done for the Jocobsons (Psa. 86:7; 94: 
12,°13; Heb, ¥2': 6). 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


a 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plainin 
year's Tessa calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


Four Laws of Sowing.— Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap (Golden 
Text). 

1. No man sows without expecting to 
reap, 

2. He expects to reap the same kind that 
he sows, 

3. He expects to reap far more than he 
sows, 

4. He will reap in kind and quality as le 
sows, no matter what he thinks.—Zozs 5S, 
Fielms, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. From a sermon 
by Dwight L. Moody. The prise for this 
week is awarded to this illustration, 

The Boy and the Girl.— Whatseever a 


man soweth, that shall he also reap (Golden 
Text). 


** Don't send my boy where your girl can't go, 
And say, ‘There's no danger for boys, you 


know, 
’ Because they all have their wild oats to sow.’ 
bin: is no more excuse for my boy to be 
iow 
Than your girl ; then please don’t tell him so. 
Don't send my boy where your girl can’t go ; 
For a boy or girl, sin is sin, you know, 
And my baby boy's hands are as clean and 
white 
And his heart as pure as your girl's to-night."’ 
—Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N.Y. Anon., 
from Cheery Ideals, collected by Everett T. 
Brown. 


Reaping the Diamonds.— Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap (Golden 
Text). Princess Eugenie of Sweden sold 
her diamonds that she might build a home 
for incurables. On one of her visits to the 
home she met a wicked sick woman, to 
whom she talked about Christ. She told 
the matron on leaving that she hoped special 
attention would be given to that poor crea- 


the acceptance of material, and the’ 
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ture, for the princess was anxious that before 
she died she would become a Christian. 
One day she found the invalid with bright 
face because her heart was radiant with 
hope, and with tears in her eyes the princess 
said to her husband on returning to the 
palace, ‘‘I saw the glitter of my diamonds 
to-day in the tears of penitence.’’—Achsa L. 
McDowell, Tillsonburg, Ont. Quotation 
Jrom a sermon by A. C. Dixon, D.D., from 
Onward. 


Kitty’s Strange Flowers.— Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap (Golden 
Text). In the department ‘*Children at 
Home,’ on page 281 of this issue, will be 
found a story that admirably illustrates the 
Golden ‘Text. 


The Edges of Conscience.— We are 
verily guilty concerning our brother (v. 21). 
An Indian who was asked to define con- 
science, said, ‘‘It is a little three-cornered 
thing in here. When I do wrong, it turns 
around and hurts very much. If I keep on 
doing wrong, it will turn until it wears the 
edges all off, and then it will not hurt any 
more.’’—Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn, 
From The Christian Herald. 


How to Kneel.—// ye be true men,... 
yé shall not die (vs. 19, 20). Mr. Moody 
used to teli this story. He said that at a re- 
vival meeting a little lad who was used to 
Methodist ways, went home to his mother 
and said ; ** Mother, John So-and-so is under 
conviction, and seeking for peace, but he 
will not find it to-night, mother.”? ‘* Why, 
William ?’’ said she. ‘* Because he is only 
down on one knee, mother; and he will 
never get peace until he is down on both 
knees.’’ Until conviction of sin brings us 
down on both knees, until we are com- 
pletely humbled, until we have no hope in 
ourselves left,—we cannot find the Saviour. 
—juniata Rohrback, Washingion, D. C. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
_By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews and Minister to the 
‘ Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


EST peradventure harm befall him (vs. 
4, 38). Jacob had no doubt a certain 
unforgotten journey in his mind, but 
apart from that travel was always regarded 
by Orientals as charged with danger. The 
traveler passed through regions in which he 
had to depend on the good-will of strang- 
ers, and was without the support of kindred 
and neighbors. Fever districts had to be 
passed, at times the distance between two 
camping wells strained the travelers’ endur- 
ance, and in the barren and uninhabited 
parts of the way there was always the danger 
of assault by armed robbers. 

Bowed down themselves to him with their 
faces to the earth (v. 6). In the ancient 
gyptian picture this attitude is seen where 
suppliants are being led into the presence of 
Pharaoh. In the modern Oriental salutation 
one of the gestures is to bend forward and 
incline the hand toward the ground in front 
of the person saluted, as if one were kneel- 
ing there. 

This do, and live; for I fear God (v. 18). 
When an Oriental is referred to as 2 God- 
fearing man, the reference is chiefly to the 
social side of the commandments. Restraint 
is put on personal liberty and the selfish use 
of power by the recollection that there is 
one who is infinitely powerful and against 
whom there is no appeal. As he seeks the 
welfare of all his creatures, cruelty toward 
any of them must bring a man up against the 
will of God, and he is able to punish. 

To give his ass provender in the lodging- 
peace (v. 27). Baggage animals (the ass, 
mule, horse, and camel), usually go without 
food from early morning until the time for 
rest in the evening. The pace is about three 
miles an hour, and the men eat their mid- 
day meal as they walk along beside their ani- 
mals. With occasional halts on account of 
a girth getting loose, a load becoming un- 
balanced, a shoe coming off, the hailing of 
some passing travelers, or the purchase of a 
little fruit or vegetables beside a spring, the 
brothers would be some thirty miles on their 
way home when the discovery was made. 
The inn was the khan or plain enclosed yard 
within which the animals of merchants and 
muleteers could rest without fear of their 
straying or being stolen. 

ALEXANDRIA, EGyPpT. 





‘One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That is Needed 
for Successful Teaching . 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


QUESTION Journey.—This method 
A of treating the lesson calls for an out- 

line map of the country from Canaan 
to Egypt, including lower Canaan and 
northern Egypt. Show by a dotted line the 
route taken by the brothers as they went to 
Egypt and returned,—from Hebron to the 
Mediterranean, southward through Philistia 
to the great wall of Egypt, then westward 
(probab ) to Zoan (Tanis), near the mouth 
of the Nile, in the delta. 

On slips of paper write or print a series of 
questions on the lesson, and fasten these 
question slips along the route at the proper 
places, or near them. You may use white 
paper for the questions relating to the jour- 
ney to Egypt, and red or blue paper for the 
questions dealing with the return, The fol- 
lowing set of questions may be useful : 

** How wide was the famine? Why was 
there famine in Canaan as well as in Egypt? 
In what way, perhaps, did Jacob learn that 
there was food in Egypt? What did Jacob 
determine to do to get food? Why did not 
Benjamin go with his brothers? In what 
direction did the brothers set out? Why did 
they travel through Philistia? How long did 
it probably take the brothers to make the 
journey? What great engineering work did 
they find on the Egyptian frontier? Where, 

robably, did the brothers go in Egypt? 
oa did they happen to meet Joseph? Why 
did they not recognize Joseph? What charge 
did Joseph make against the brothers? Why? 
How did the brothers reply? Why did Joseph 
imprison his brothers? What must have 
been the brothers’ thoughts in prison? What 
brother was left in prison? Why? Why 
did Joseph send the others back? What did 
the brothers take with them, that Joseph 
gave them? What discovery did the brothers 
make on the way home? What must have 
been their thoughts on the way home? What 
othar discovery did they make wher’ they 
reached home? |‘ What’ did the brothers 
think about the whole affair? What pro- 
posal did Reuben make? What was Jacob’s 
answer? What does all this show about the 
results of wrong-doing?’’ 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


HE encircled number 19 on our map 
marks a spot where we may stand to 
see a harvest-field, just like the ones 

whose crops filled Joseph’s Egyptian store- 
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houses, Before us is a broad, level field, 
bright with sunshine, except where groups 
of tall palm-trees give shade and shelter 
from the fierce heat. A few rods away 
ahead of us an Egyptian farmer, seated on a 
rough wooden sled, is driving a yoke of 
oxen around and around in a circle over 
ground thickly spread with grain stalks, to 
thresh the grain, The sled-runners and the 
ox-hoofs together are gradually tearing the 
heads apart and loosening the edible kernels 
from the papery husks. 

Nearer to us two other workmen are win- 
nowing (sifting) grain which has just been 
threshed. One of them is so near we can 
see plainly how he works. He takes up in 
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a big flat, fan-sha basket a. quantity of 
the Sistas of is ‘and ‘chal. Ae he 
tosses the whole mass up in the air, the wind 
blows the lighter hulls and broken straw off 
at one side, while the grain-kernels, being 
considerably heavier than that waste ma- 
terial, are not borne so far by the breeze ; 
they fall on a slowly growing heap nearer 
his feet. 

More cattle, freed from their yoke, are 
poking about in the chaff-pile to find stray 
grains, A camel lies resting in the shade of 
the palms, -. 

Just such Egyptian farmers had sold their 
surplus grain to Joseph during the seven 
years of big crops. It is quite possible that 
grain grown on this very land, and threshed 
and winnowed in this same way, may have 
filled the sacks of the ten brothers. Egy: 
tian farm methods have changed very Kittle 
in thirty-five hundred years. The crops 
were poor even here in Egypt the year that 
the brothers came to buy supplies, so they 
may not have found much harvesting actually 
in posers but they must have seen just 
such palm-trees, tall and feathery and green. 
That camel is just such an animal as the 
ones they used for the slow overland journey 
of three hundred miles (or thereabouts) be- 
tween here and their home in Canaan, 

(Use a stereograph entitled, ‘*The win- 
nowing of the grain after threshing: field- 
work in Egypt.’’) ) 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the lessons of the 
year. ‘The use of the stereograph: will be found 
a most practical help toward making the lesson- 
places veal. Forty-five places will be visited 
during 1913; the forty-five stereographs cost 
$7.50, and if they are all ordered at one time} 
a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is given free. 
Eleven places will be described with the lessons 
of this second quarter; cost, $1.84. ‘The four 
for May cost 67 cents, Less than four in one 
order are 20 cents each, Stereoscopes, 85 cents 
each. Lantern slides of the same scenes can 
also be obtained—plain slides, 50 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.20. In orders, 
for twenty-five or more, prices aré—plain slides, 
40 cents ; sepia, 45 cents ; colored, $1. Postage 
or express will be prepaid.on all orders, »Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


x 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard ' 


A Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee that thou dost bring quietness 
out of the confusion and distress of the results 
of our sins. In nothing hast thou been more 
gracious than in sparing us again and again 
from the results that would have followed hard 
upon the track of sin in our lives unless a 
Saviour’s out-poured life had intervened. We 
thank thee that thou hast put it into. the heart 
of man to know the deep meanings of forgive- 
ness. If those whom we have wronged had not 
forgiven us what desolation would already have 
marked our lives! We pray thee that thou 
wilt lead us up into the high atmosphere of true 
forgiveness toward others. May we learn from 
thy servant Joseph to be kind to those who 
have most wronged us. . Give us, we pray thee. 
the spirit of Christ, and the gracious liberty of 
hearts that are overflowing with kindness toward 
others, In the name of the forgiving Christ we 
pray. Amen. ; . 


After the Lesson.—What is more con- 
fusing and painful to any of us than to be 
face to face with the bad and bitter result of 
any sin of ours! We may have sinned 
lightly with little thought of the consequences 
of the broken law of love. We may not 
realize what we have done until we are face 
to face with the result; then all is confusion 
and grief and regret jn our hearts, and we 
can only cry out for forgiveness. 

It is good for us to remember our duty to 
forgive others, but do we not often forget 
how much others have been obliged to for- 
give in us? Joseph’s treatment of his broth- 
ers began to bring them to a knowledge of 
what they really had done in that earlier day 
when envy and hatred had controlled them. 
Of course they stumbled and were afraid. 
Sin takes the heart out of any of us. They 
were confused and puzzled and filled with 
fears. While they did not know Joseph, 
they knew their own sin, and Joseph knew 
them, and was breaking them down by his 
way with them. 

Joseph already had forgiveness in his 
heart, and was planning that this forgiveness 
should be shown to his brothers; into the 
confusion of their sin should come his for- 
giveness of that sin. It is this that our 
heavenly Father deals with us when we have 
sinned. Shall we not place ourselves wholly 
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in ’s keeping so that he may enable us 
to find forgiveness and to show forgiveness 
by his grace and power? 














CONFUSION THROUGH SiN 
FORGIVENESS OF 
GOD'S WAY WITH US 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** Behold ! a Stranger’s at the door.” 

‘** Depth of mercy ! can there he? 

** Hasten, sinner, to be wise.’’ 

**O God, mine inmost soul convert." 

**O Jesus, thou art standing."’ 3 

** Sowing the seed by the dawnlight fair.”’ 

** The mistakes of my life have been many.” 
** Yield not to temptation.” 


{References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 22: 13-16 (41: 1-4). 
Psalm 41 : 1-8 (87 : 1-4, 7, 8). 
Psalm 69 : 7-12 (138 : 7-12). 
Psalm 7 : 11-16 (11 : 11-16). 
Psalm 122 : 1-5 (267 : 1-4). 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EVELOPMENT oF GOLDEN TEXT.— 
In gardens, fields, and farms we see 
flowers, fruits, vegetables, and grains 
growing. What was planted to make them 
grow? When a farmer wants oats, what 
does he plant? What seeds will bloom into 
nasturtium flowers, etc.? We plant just what 
we want to grow in our gardens. We can 
plant what we want to grow in our hearts 
and lives : 


** My heart is God's little garden, 
Where I plant the seeds of love, 
They grow when I'm kind and gentle, 
While God watches all from above. 


** My heart is God's little garden, 
And the fruits I shall bear each day 
Are the things he shall see me doing, 
And the words he shall hear me say.”’ 


Review.—Jacob deceived his old father, 
Isaac; Jacob’s sons deceived their father 
about Joseph. ‘‘ Whatsoever a man soweth, 
that shall he also reap.’’ Joseph, when a 
boy and young man, planted truthfulness, 
love, faithfulness, and forgiveness in his life. 

Let us count how many times Joseph was 
promoted because of faithfulness. Captain 
Potiphar made him overseer in his house and 
business. The prison-keeper trusted him to 
guard other prisoners. King Pharaoh made 
Joseph chief ruler over Egypt. ‘The Lord 
was with Joseph and prospered him.’’ What 
had Joseph done for King Pharaoh? What 
presents did the king give to Joseph? What 
did Joseph do as ruler? He was wise like 
the squirrels, bees, and ants, who store away 
food when there is plenty. Perhaps your 
mother puts up fruit, to use in the winter. 

Lesson Story.—Soon after the famine 
began, hungry people came from far and 
near to buy food from Joseph. He had 
plenty to sell. The grain did not grow in 
Canaan, where Joseph lived when a boy. 
His father, Jacob, and his brothers still lived 
there. When Jacob heard that there was 
corn in Egypt, he told his ten older sons to 
go and buy some, and to take enough ani- 
mals to carry it home, Jacob kept Benjamin, 
the youngest, at home, for he remembered 
how Joseph had left home long ago and 
never come back. 

Twenty years had passed since the brothers 
sold Joseph to those travelers going to Egypt. 
They had never heard of him since. They 
supposed he was dead, but we know what 
happened to Joseph. 

After quite a journey the ten brothers 
reached Egypt, and went to the governor 
(Joseph) to buy grain. Of course they didn’t 
know him, because he. dressed and talked 
like the Egyptians, and wore fine clothes. 
When Joseph heard the ten men talking in 
Hebrew, which he knew as a boy, he looked 
at them closely, and knew they were his 
brothers. How anxious he was to find out 
whether his father and youngest brother, 
Benjamin, were living! He didn’t dare 
ask, lest they should know them. When 
his brothers bowed low before him, touching 
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their foreheads to the ground, Joseph thought 
of his boyhood dreams, about their sheaves 


of grain, bowing to his sheaf, and that the 
sun, moon, stars bowed to him also 
(chap. 37). 


Joseph could hardly wait to tell them who 
he was, but he wanted to find out whether 
they were sorry they had sold him when a 


boy. 

Tell the incidents, including the remain- 
der of the chapter; the effort of the ten 
brothers to prove they were not spies; 

oseph’s first plan, to keep all but one in 
feos (vs. 16, 17); Joseph’s second plan, to 
let all but one go home (vs. 19, 20); how he 
almost broke down as he heard them talking 
about himself (vs. 21-24 a); how Simeon was 
kept in Egypt (v. 24); how generous he was 
to provide grain and provisions for the jour- 
ney, and to return their money ~ 24.) 

They loaded their animals with the heavy 
sacks of grain and started home. When 
they stopped to rest and feed the animals, 
one sack was opened. ‘When the men saw 
the money on top they were troubled. 

They reached home safely and told their 
father, Jacob, all that had happened. When 
he heard that Simeon had been kept in 
Egypt, he was afraid that he had lost an- 
other son. He felt that he could never let 
Benjamin go there. We know that Simeon 
was in kind hands, and why Joseph was so 
anxious for Benjamin to come. 

Hand -work.— Make twelve marks for 
Jacob’s sons, Rub out or cross out as many 
as stayed in Egypt. Put them by them- 
selves and write those two names, if you can. 

Home-work.—\f you cannot wait to know 
the rest of the story, ask your parents to 
read it from Genesis. Which of the twelve 
brothers would you rather be like? Why? 


CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


I. The story of the meeting. 
II, The reasons for Joseph’s cdnduct. 
III. Reaping what we have sowed. 


LD” you. ever watch the meeting of 
friends or relatives on the arrival of 
—_— trains in the great railroad centers? 
Did you ever wonder who the people were 
and how long they had been separated ? 
Did you ever see any who did not seem glad 
to see each other ? 

To-day our lesson is about a strange meet- 
ing between brothers after a separation of 
twenty years. Who are these brothers? 
Why are they in Egypt ? Explain why Egypt 
is provided with food (in review). When 
had these brothers last met? Which had 
led the more unhappy life ? 

I. We then recalled the details of the les- 
son story: the arrival of the brothers, the 
missing Benjamin, the fulfilment of the boy- 
hood dream, the failure to recognize Joseph, 
his strange conduct, ihe accusation and im- 
prisonment, the revelation of their repent- 
ance, the gifts of grain, the finding of the 
money, the detention of Simeon, and the 
return home. 

II. Then we discussed reasons for Joseph’s 
strange conduct. We proved that his mo- 
tives were neither spite nor revenge. But 
because of his responsibility in Pharaoh’s 
household and to the country, and desiring 
to have the family move permanently into 
Egypt, it is essential that he discover whether 
or not they are the same quarrelsome, jeal- 
ous deceivers of twenty years ago, before he 
reveal himself and introduce them into Pha- 
raoh’s court and land. We saw that the 
days in prison revealed the realization of 
their own guilt. Doubtless, there in that 
Egyptian prison, thinking no one could un- 
derstand their tongue, their unrestrained 
confidences were reported by the interpreter. 
Perhaps sharing somewhat the same experi- 
ences of Joseph in his pit aided them to real- 
ize the enormity of their crime. If it did, it 
was a blessing to them. 

Much as Joseph is affected, he does not 
yet reveal himself. THe must know first 
whether the evil nature which would repeat 
the act or perform a similar one is gone. 
‘That Joseph, who longed for them and loved 
them, cou/d not treat them as loving, long- 
parted brothers was due entirely to their own 
actions. They were only reaping the nat- 
ural harvest of their own sin. 

III. Did you ever realize what a terrible 
thing it would be, not only to the farmer, 
but to everybody, if we did not reap what 
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we sowed? One of God’s greatest laws is 
‘* Like produces like.’’ Is this a law? 
Would you have it otherwise? s the 
law work the same for evil things sowed ? 
In what other lines is it fulfilled beside in 
the vegetable world? Read and memorize 
Galatians 6: 7. Recall the law of the har- 
vest that we reap more than we sow. 

Is it true that what a girl sows she must 
reap? Youth is springtime and seedtime. 
Some seeds girls sow ripen to harvest very 
soon, but some do not reveal the harvest for 
years. Let the girls tell the known harvests 
of over-indulgence in candy, low moral 
standards, indiscriminate novel reading, over- 
attention to dress and jewelry, familiarity 
with boys, etc. 

Unkindness to friends and selfishness re- 
veals itself in the friendless, unpopular girl. 
But the good deeds bring their harvest also. 

Though Jesus Christ will forgive us, as 
Joseph did, and receive us as his dear, long- 
parted little sisters, yet he could never give 
back to a girl her lost purity or her wasted 
youth. We read our verse again, ‘“‘ What- 
soever a gird soweth,’’ etc. God himself 
could not bring a rose harvest where thistles 
had been planted, What are you planting 
day by day? 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


Read Genesis 43: 1-10. Read of the 
second trip into Egypt. What pledge did 
Judah take ? 

Read Genesis 43 : 11-15. What presents 
did the brothers take? Do you think they 
would have returned that money twenty 
years ago? 

Read Genesis 43 : 16-25. How were the 
brothers treated on the second trip? 

Read Genesis 43 : 26-34. What made 
Joseph weep? How was Benjamin more 
closely related to Joseph? 

Memorize 1 John 2: 10. Name two Bible 
brothers who did not love each other (Gen. 
4 : 8), and two friends who loved each other 
like brothers (1 Sam. 18 : 5), 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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A Boy’s-Eye View of the Lesson 
By: Pucker 


EACHER began the Jesson last Sunday 
with a story. It was about a poor boy 
working on a Mississippi River steam- 

boat. He got sick and could hardly move, 
but at every landing the wicked old mate 
hauled him out, kicked and cursed and 
pounded him to make him load on wood. 
The boy grew up to be a judge, and one day 
that same mate was tried in his court and 
convicted of stealing. 

‘s What sentence do you think the judge 
imposed on him?’’ asked teacher. 

‘* Hung him,’’ sung out Bulldog. 

‘¢ Gave him the limit of the law,’’ declared 
Fred. 

‘*T think the worst thing would be for the 
judge to tell him who he was and then par- 
don him,”’ said little Carl, slowly. ‘‘ The 
man would feel the worst over that.’’ 

‘* Well,’’ said teacher, ‘‘that is just what 
the judge did, and the man broke down and 
cried. Now in to-day’s lesson,’? he went 
on, ‘* Joseph gets just such a chance to pun- 
ish his wicked brothers for selling him into 
slavery, and the question is what will he 
do,”’ 

**Charlie, what had Joseph been doing 
since he was made governor of Egypt?’’ 

Bumps explained how he had been storing 
up what they didn’t necd of the big crops 
for seven years, till they lost count how 


-much they had. 


Then teacher asked me to tell how Joseph 
married the priest’s daughter, and had two 
boys, Manasseh and Ephraim, 

Skinny went on about how the overflow of 
the Nile made good crops, and how an old 
inscription says that once it didn’t overflow 
for seven years. He said he got it out of 
the encyclopedia, and may be that was what 
made the famine. 

Teacher thought so, only he said that 
wasn’t the only thing. The drought that 
kept the Nile low was in all other lands too. 
Even Jacob’s family in Canaan began to 
starve out. ‘‘That’s how Joseph’s brothers 
came to visit Egypt. They wanted. to buy 
food,’’ he said. 

Bert told how Joseph knew them the 
minute they came in, but they didn’t know 
him, because he was all fixed up like an 
Egyptian, and talked Egyptian. 


Then Fred declared that their bowing 
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down was just like Joseph dreamed that 
they would. 
arl answered his question about why 
— treated them mean at first by saying 
e wanted to find out if they were any better 
men than they used to be. 

Bulldog’s slip, you know, was, ‘* Why 
hadn’t Joseph gone back home long before 
this, now that he was free?’’ 

**I don’t know,’’ he said, ‘‘ but it was a 
mighty good thing he didn’t. If he hadn’t 
stayed on the job there in Egypt his folks 
would all have starved to death.’’ 

‘It surely was a good thing,’’ agreed 
teacher. ‘* We can see now the special pur- 
og of all Joseph’s strange experiences. 

lis sufferings were not punishments, nor 
was his great promotion merely on his ac- 
count. e was’ put where he was needed, 
that was all. Boys,’’ he went on, earnestly, 
*¢in all your lifework, don’t measure success 
by what you receive, but by what you accom- 
plish for others, Even Jesus came, ‘ Not to 

ministered unto, but to minister,’ ’’ 

«* Now, Fred, where is your candle?’’ he 
asked, 

So Fred pulled one out of the basket he 
had brought, put it in the holder and set it 
on the table. Then teacher had Carl light 
it, and there it was. 

‘¢ Well,” said teacher, ‘‘ that candle ought 
to feel pretty good over being promoted ta 
the center of the table, where everybody is 
looking at him. He has achieved real] suc- 
cess,’’ 

‘*Ho,”’ snorted Bulldog. ‘* We just put 
it there so it- could light things up better.’’ 

** Yes,’’ nodded teacher, ‘‘and that’s the 
way in our lives. We ought not to think of 
prominence as a reward, but as an oppor- 
tunity. If you boys will stand for that idea 
all your lives you will do much to drive evil 
out of politics and the business world.”’ 

‘*T don’t see how we boys can do much,”’ 
said Bert, ‘‘ we’re so few.”’ 

** It didn’t look as if Joseph could do much 
when he was a slave,’’ teacher remarked, 
‘and he couldn’t alone. But God was 
in charge of the whole situation. He is the 
one who really planned to store the grain 
and so saved the people.”’ 

Just as the bell rang he added, ‘‘ And He 


is still in.charge of the world. Don’t for- 
get that. ‘We are laborers together with 
God,’ Le) J 


Then he put on the board : 





HIS PLAN 
HIS POWER 


MY LIFE { 
HIS GLORY 


REAL SUCCESS 











For next time we each have to read over 
at home Genesis 42 and 43 and be ready to 
answer any question the teacher can ask 
about it. I’m going to read it twice. 


A Word by the Editor: Pucker’s view 
presents the following plan for teaching this 
lesson : 

I. How to Begin. 
Some true story of an abused boy who 
later had his-tormentor in his power. 
Il. Method to Use. 


Have the home study questions an- 
swered, devel. ping the facts and apply- 
ing the truth as you go along. 


Ill. Points to Develop. 


Intervening events. 

The cause and extent of the famine. 

Joseph's changed appearance, 

The fulfilment of Joseph's dreams. 

Joseph's purpose in treating them 
roughly. 


IV. Truths to Teach. 

Prominence an opportunity, not a re- 
ward, illustrated by a candle on the 
table. 

Success due to working with God, illus- 
trated by a blackboard diagram. 

V. Scripture to Apply. 

Matthew 20 : 28 ; 1 Corinthians 3 : 9. 
Work to Assign. 

Genesis 42 and 43, to be read at home. 


% 


Vi. 


** Pucker’’ has written a little book enti- 
tled ** Boy’ s- Eye Views of the Sunday-school.’’ 
He takes up various departments of the work, 
with shrewd comments as to the strong and 
weak points in Sunday-schools he has at- 
tended. You will find the book very sug- 
gestive in your work. It may be had for 
cents, postpaid, from The Sunday School 
Times Co. 
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Dean Gray’s Bible Class 


By James M. Gray, D.D. 
Dean of the Moody Bible Institute 





' The Purpose of Joseph 
O quote another, the details of this and 
the following chapters show. the pur- 
pose of Joseph to ‘‘ multiply unlooked- 
for events and complicate the situation for 
his brethren, both to awaken their convic- 
tion of wrong-doing in the past, and an ex- 
pectation of something still more mysterious, 
whether good or bad, in the future ’’—thus 
preparing them for the revelation of himself 
soon to be made, All of which is a kind of 
foreshadowing of the dealings of Christ with 
his people of Israel at the close of this age 
and the opening of that which is to come. 
Unlooked-for events will crowd upon Israel 
as ‘*the Day of the Lord’’ approaches, and 
tribulation such as up to that hour Jacob has 
never known (Matt. 24: 21). And the ob- 
ject of it all is their conviction of sin for the 
crucifixion of their Messiah, and the awak- 
ening of an expectation which shall be satis- 
fied only by his appearing before them, See 
the remainder of the chapter in Matthew. 
Israel will be in her own land again in 
that day, as all the prophets have foretold. 
And she will be in sore need, and looking 
once more toward Egypt—that is toward the 
world, and not Jehovah, for help (42 : 1-5). 
Her help, however, will really come from 
the One whom she despised and rejected, 
and who is now on the throne of power, 
though they know him not, and who still 
keevs himself hid from them (vs. 6-8). 
The beginning of their tribulation period 
is foreshadowed in verses 9 to 13. 
Though a little aside, the reference to the 


' three days,’’ in verses 17 and 18, is rather 


important as bearing on the account of the 
death and resurrection of Christ. Note the 
vague way of the Hebrews in using the 
words, According to our usage, had 
Joseph’s brethren been imprisoned three 
days it would not have been until the fourth 
day that, he changed his, plan ; but instead of 
that they were in prison but. two nights and 
the intermediate day, with parts of the first 
and third days, This it will be recalled was 
the time Jesus was in the grave, so that there 


| is no more reason to accuse the Bible of in- 
accuracy or contradiction in the one case 


than the other. (H. B..Pratt’s ‘‘ Studies on 


‘ the Book of Genesis,’”? American ‘Tract So- 
: Ciety, $1.50). 5 


Passing to verses 21 and 22, observe the 
power of conscience. Years have elapsed 
since these men sold their brother into 
slavery, but the burden of it has never left 
them. Any serious trouble brings it vividly 
to mind and suggests retribution, the justice 
of which they admit. Nor is it necessary to 
have any accuser other than that of their 
own hearts, All of this, of course, has its 
bearing onthe day of judgment for every 
soul that is out of Christ, and accentuates 
the joy and peace to be found in such prom- 
ises as John § : 24 and Romans 8:1. Ina 
dispensational sense it reflects Israel in the 
hour of her tribulation as she looks upon 
him whom she pierced, and mourns because 
of him, ‘‘ and shall be in bitterness for him, 
as one that is in bitterness for his first-born ”’ 
(Zech. 12:10). And the Saviour whom 
they crucified will know all that is passing 
in their hearts, and yearn to be merciful, 
though his chastening rod is not yet re- 
moved (vs. 23, 24). 

But how exceedingly affecting to see this 
brother whom they so abused the willing in- 
strument of providing for their extremity 
while as yet they are unreconciled to him. 
And doing it, too, of grace, and not of debt, 
filling their sacks with grain, and restoring 
their money to them into the bargain (v. 25). 
What a singular foreshadowing of that 
prophecy in Hosea 3:1, in which Jehovah 
reveals himself as still caring for Israel and 
watching over her in this the time of her 
separation from him as an adulterous wife 
from her husband. Nor is it different from 
his dealings with us as Christian believers 
in our so frequent periods of backsliding. 
He never forgets or forsakes us, and at 
length it is his goodness that leads us to re- 
pentance (Rom, 2: 4). 

The reference to Benjamin, which occu- 
pies the closing verses of the chapter, brings 
up a new feature of Messianic truth which 
we reserve for a future lesson. In what re- 
mains of this I should like to bring forward 
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more of the Scripture proof concerning the 
things which have been stated of the fu- 
ture of Israel on the earth. For example, 
go back to Genesis 13: 14, 15, and note that 
the land of Canaan was given to Israel forever, 
a promise which has never been annulled, 
but many times repeated. Look at Deuter- 
onomy 30, where Moses, before they ever 
enter Canaan, after warning them of the 
curses coming upon them for their unfaith- 
fulness, predicts the glorious future to follow. 
That chapter speaks of their ultimate re- 
cer in (v. 2), their regathering to the 
and (vs. 3, 4), their restoration to blessing 
(v. 5), their spiritual regeneration (vs. 6-8), 
and their physical and material replenishing 
(vs. 9, 10), 

The Psalms are full of the same thing, and 
indeed many of them are inexplicable from 
any other point of view. Take a single illus- 
tration of the imprecatory or cursing psalms, 
number 9, for example. It opens with re- 
joicing (vs. 1, 2) for the discomfiture of ene- 
mies (vs. 3, 4). These enemies are the 
Gentile nations, which as such are blotted 
out and their cities overthrown (vs. 5, 6). 
The time synchronizes with the second com- 
ing of Christ, who is seen on his throne 
judging the world in righteousness and com- 
forting his oppressed people (vs. 7-10). ‘This 
is taking place in ‘*Zion,’’ which, by the 
way, does not mean the Church, but just 





Zion, the sacred hill of Jerusalem (v. 11). 
Israel in her tribulation is at ‘‘the gates of 
death ’’ (v. 13), and pleads with Jehovah to 
hasten this glad day of her deliverance, with 
the motive indicated in verse 4. By faith 
she realizes the answer to her prayer—the 
nations are sunk in the pit they digged for 
her, caught in their own net, and Jehovah 
hath made himself known ’’ by the judgments 
he hath executed. 

The Old Testament prophets, distinctively 
so-called, are filled with the same teaching, 
as is much of the Gospel of Matthew and 
‘almost the whole of Revelation,to which it 
may be possible to allude more particularly 
in the coming weeks, 


Questions to Test Your Study 


1, What seems to have been Joseph’s 
purpose toward his brethren ? 

2. What does this foreshadow ? 

3. Have you read Matthew 24? 

4. What incidental light on the account of 
the resurrection of Christ is furnished in this 
lesson ? 

5. Can you quote from memory John § : 
24 and Romans 8: 1? 

6. Ilave you carefully examined Deuter 
onomy 30? 

7. Have you done the same with Psalm 9? 

CHtIcaco. 











{ FOR FAMILY WORSHIP } 





N VIEW of the fact that Dr. Stone was 
prevented from sending his usual com- 
ments on the Daily Home Readings be- 

fore the closing of this issue of the ‘Times, 
his department is made up this week of se- 
lections from devotional readings in Genesis 
given in the volume, ‘‘ Messages from: the 
Morning Watch,’’ by Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. 


'Mon.—Gen. 42: 3-17. Joseph Meets his Brethren. 


It must have be¢n bitterly hard for Jo- 


seph’s brothers to be so misjudged and ill-. 


treated. ‘They did not know that their own 
brother was dving all this for no other pur- 
pose than fo work out his loving plans for 
them. It is hard when we are misjudged 
and unfairly condemned. But we may be 
confident that always, when God permits it, 
it is only because he has loving plans for us 
that he would work out that way. 


Tues.—Gen. 42: 18-25. Conscience Awakened. 

‘*We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother.’’? ‘Thus does my consciousness of 
guilt cry out against me, as I fear my complete 
overwhelming and destruction because of it ; 
and thus does my Saviour ‘‘ punish ’’ me for it: 
Ile bears its full penalty for me, fills my ves- 
sels with grain, restores to mé all that I have 
ever given him, and gives me a king’s pro- 
vision for the way. I give him my life: he 
gives it back, recreated and glorified into his 
likeness, Every vessel of my life is heaped 
up, pressed down, and running over with his 
royal bounty. 


Wed.—Gen. 42 : 26-38. Sin Finding Them Out. 

So God kept piling up his evidences of his 
love for these brothers, and working out his 
loving and wonderful plans for them; and they 
were afraid. The money returned was not 
a plot to trap them: it was their brother’s 
big-hearted generosity. Joseph was not 
taken from Jacob : he was saved that through 
the son the father might be saved, and end 
his life in his son’s loving care. Simeon was 
not taken from Jacob: he. was held as @ 
hostage to insure the working out of the lov- 
ing plans for Jacob and all the family. But 
all these things were against them, and they 
were afraid. Thus do I fear and rebel 
against my Father’s wonderful and loving 
plans for the enriching of my life. Oh, may 
I see the folly and the sin of my distrust of 
him, and rejoice in the things that are against 
me, hereafter, forever, that he may do his 
glorious will for me, unhindered by my blind- 
ness and stupidity ! 

Thurs.—Gen. 43: 1-15. Increasing Anxiety and 
Trouble. 

Praise God‘ for the famine in our life that 
drivés us in utter helplessness back to him! 
Praise him that what we have gets eaten up, 
and we must turn to him for more. But how 
like unto the faltering, fearful family of Israel 
and his sons, we act! We could find abso- 
lute relief, sufficiency, satisfaction in Jesus 
Christ ; yet we delay, debate, wonder, waste 





time, and stay hungry. When finally in 
desperation we are driven to him we think 
we must do some great thing to meet his 
terms, and we try to carry ‘‘double money ’”’ 
in all sorts of ways, to make sure of what he 
is yearningly waiting to give us. O Master, 
show me this morning how to yield myself 
up to thee completely, and then how to ask 
of thee things great enough to be worthy of 
a king’s giving. 
Fri.—Psa. 99.—Pardon with Punishment. 
(The following is based on Gen. g2 + 7, 8.) 
And so may even our Elder... Brother 
do with us as did this younger brother of 
these men, who loved them, and had the 
bread of their life, and was to be a Saviour 
to them, ‘There are times when Christ 
seems to make himself strange unto us, and 
to deal with us in a way that we cannot com- 
prebend. TZ%en is the time to trust him. 
Whatever he does, or seems to do, he does 
it in a love that yearns over us. And if he 
does seem to be remote from us or harsh 
with us in any way, we may be pretty sure 
that it is something. of our doing that has 
caused this. He is holding us all the time 
in his blessed and eternal grip of love. 


Sat.—Psa. 32. Confession and Forgiveness. 
( The following is based on Gen, 42 3 9-11.) 
It must have rung strangely in Joseph’s 
ears to hear these men who were liars and 
his would-be murderers protesting, ‘* We are 
true men.’’ They were, indeed, speaking 
the truth just then as to the facts they gave 
him; but they were not ‘‘true men.’’ His 
blood was on their heads; and they had 
never, so far as we know, confessed their 
guilt to their father. I have as little right 
to claim any virtue in the presence of my 
Elder Brother, my Saviour, Jesus Christ, I 
may think I am a ‘‘ true man’’; but I know 
that there is a multitude of forgotten and un- 
discovered and unrepaired sins in my life, in 
the face of which I am a complete and hope- 
less and worthless failure—of myself. Only 
as I recognize this and confess it daily, 
hourly, can my Christ replace my worthless 
life with his glorious Self. 


Sun.—Dan. 9: 1-10. Prayer for Forgiveness. 
( The following is based on Gen. 42; 1-6). 
The man who was governor, and who con. 
trolled the food supply of the world, was the 
brother of these men who were driven to him 
by their dire need. “And the One on whose 
shoulders is the government of the world, 
and in whom alone is the bread supply of the 
world, is my Elder Brother. It is something 
of a privilege to be thus related to the One 
to whom the whole world in its hunger and 
famine must turn, is it not? I have treated 
him as badly as Joseph’s brothers once 
treated Aim; but he has forgotten it, blotted 
it out, put it forever behind him. He takes 
me right into the heavenly court ‘life with 
himself, and gives me himself as my food and 
my life forever. 





MAY 3, I913 


The Sunday School 


Focus of the World 
in next week’s Times 











Did you ever realize that if ali the 
Sunday-school folks of the world should 
just form a straight line by joining 

ands, they would reach around the 
whole globe even if they stood on the 
equator? It’s a pretty big army. 

Once in three years the World’s Sun- 
day School Association meets in conven- 
tion. Zurich, Switzerland, from July 8 
to 15, 1913, are the next time and place 
for this — world-gathering. The 
Sunday Sc Times has been planning 
to give its readers another glimpse of the 
inspiring facts and plans that make this 
convention so big withsignificance. This 
will be done in next week's issue, and 
will include these features : 


In building the program, all Christen- 


dom has been drawn upon. Mission- 
aries will have promi- 
nent place ia it. Ban What the 
day-school specialists 

from practically every Program 


field in North- America Wilt Offer: 


will participate. 

World’s Program Committee will give 
the latest word on the feast that the 
Zurich meeting will offer. 


Some thirty business men and Sun- 
day-school specialists set out last March, 
under the leadership of 


H. J. Heinz of Pitts- 

burgh, to visit the Far The 
East in the interests of Business 
Sunday-school work. Men’s 
Later they will take the . 
Trans-Siberian Railroad Oriental 
to St. Petersburg, and Tour 


report to the Zurich Con- 
vention. Frank L. Brown will describe 
the plans of this remarkable trip. 

A hundred million children offer some- 
thing of an oppertunity, do they not? 
This is the chiid-army of — - se ils 


India. Even though | Upder.’ 
their families »are':Hin- ae 
du, Mohammedan, Bud- . ™!nuing. 
dhist, or pagan, the chil- Paganism 
dren are, as a rule, read- by India’ 
ily allowed to attend OY 4neias 
Christian Suniday+ Children 


schools. Some of the 

missionaries have discovered this, and 
have quietly been doing a blessed work 
of evangelism among the little ones. A 
missionary will tell how this undermin- 
ing of paganism is going on. 


While we rejoice in the new things 
that are being done through the World’s 
Sunday School Associa- 


tion, it is to be remem- J ook 
bered that for almost B —s 
half a century faithful, . 

Fifty Years 


gereeret work against 
eavy odds has. been 
carried on by another organization, the 
Foreign Sunday School Association of 
the United States of America. The 
story of an American business man’s 
vision is told by his son now president 
of the institution that his father founded. 


The China Inland Mission is the most 
remarkable evidence of God’s faithful- 
ness working through 


men’s faith, in modern QOzyr Need 
missionary history. 

Without ever asking of a World- 
any one but God for Vision 


money, and without the 

backing of any church board, the Mis- 
sion now supports more than a thousand 
Christian missionaries in China. Its Di- 
rector, D. E Hoste, writes on ‘*‘ Why the 
Sunday-School Needs a World Vision.” 


To ‘‘Ask, Marion Lawrance” is to 
learn something worth knowing. The 
Times asked him to give 


the readers some fresh, 

newsy facts about the Newsy 
progress of Convention Nuggets of 
preparations and the Pregnant 
world’s work. He has Fact about 
done it. His contribu- 

tion te the Zurich issue the Work 


is a paragraphic talk that 
tingles with interest. It makes one glad 
to be on the inside of the Sunday-school. 











- a 














I Pasi oath 





LESSON FOR MAY 18 (Gen. 42) 





| Children at Home 





Poppy Dreams 
By Pauline Frances Camp 


HE isn’t a scarlet flower, 
But a dear little rosy girl, 
With eyes as blue as the summer sky, 
And the sun in each shining curl. 
But oh, what a tease was Poppy ! 
How Bobbity-boy did cry, 
“And Minsey- Monsey the cat did sp-ts, 
When Poppy came dancing by! 


But now there’s a change in Poppy; 
No more is she called a tease ; 
And Bobbity-boy is glad when she comes, 
And the pussycat takes her ease. 
For it chanced one day that Poppy 
Fell into a slumber deep, 
And the queer sly elf who has charge of her 
dreams 
Brought this one to vex her sleep. 


She dreamed she was round and fuzzy ; 
Her collar was tied with bows ; 
She had big blue eyes and a fluffy tail, 
And a bit of a moist pink nose. 
In short, she was just a kitty, 
Muffled in soft white furs, 
And the only way she could speak at all 
Was in gentle ‘* Me-ow’s”’ and ‘ purrs,’’ 


Washing her paws in the sunshine, 
On the front porch steps she sat, 
When a dreadful sound round the corner 
came, 
And it made her heart go pit-pat. 
was the sound of a big dog barking, 
As a big dog loves to do; 
And poor little kittified Poppy 
Sprang down from the porch and flew ! 


Over the lawn and the driveway; 
The loftiest tree to find ; 
She climbed it just in the nick of time, 
For Towser was close behind. 
Oh, how she shook and trembled, 
And gasped for her breath,—poor kit! 
And then she remembered something, 
With sorrow at thought of it. 


She remembered how, when she was Poppy, 
She had thought it the best of fun 

To set the dog onto the pussy, 
Loud laughing to see her run. 

Now she was the one he was after, 
And it didn’t seem funny at all ; 

Andther sharp claws clung closer and deeper, 
For fear she should slip and fall, 


All day she stayed up in the tree-top, 
Till her cramped little tired paws 

Gave out, and she tumbled headlong 
Right down to those cruel jaws ! 

And then—she awoke from her dreaming 
Before they had time to seize. 

But never, from that dread moment, 
Has Poppy been known to tease ! 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo, 
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Kitty’s Strange Flowers 
By Willis Boyd Allen 


ITTY was so proud of her garden! Her 
father had it spaded up for her, but 
she herself had raked it over and over, 

and divided it into neat beds, with tiny paths 
between. ‘ 

‘* What shall I plant in it?’ was the next 
question, 

Kitty’s father was the Secretary of an Agri- 
cultural Bureau. She did not understand 
exactly what it was all about, but she knew 
he had lots of little packets of seed in the pig- 
eon-holes of his desk; and that he was al- 
ways raising queer plants and flowers in his 
garden and greenhouse. 

‘*Try mignonette, candytuft and sweet 
alyssum,’’ said he, ‘‘ They are easy to raise. 
And you can put ina row of sweet peas, if 
you like, and a few scarlet runners. Here 
are all the seeds you need.”’ 

Kitty clapped her hands. The seeds rat- 
tled delightfully in. the paper packets, She 
planted them all. Still she was not quite 
satisfied. 

**Can I have just one more kind, Papa?’’ 

**Q yes. Choose it yourself,”’ 

Kitty looked over the packages in the desk. 
Most of them had long, funny names, 


ee i rns 
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**T guess. I’ll try these,”’ she said, spelling 
out the hard words: Cnicus lanceolatus. 

Her father smiled, ‘‘I wouldn’t take 
that,’’? he said. ‘* You’ll be sorry if you do,’’ 

‘* Hasn’t it a pretty flower, Papa?’’ 

**Rather—some folks think ‘so, 
won’t look well in your garden, and it will 
hurt the other plants. ‘Try something else.’’ 

But Kitty had made up her mind, and her 
father let-her have her way, ‘The whole bed: 
had been planted, so she sprinkled in the 
strange seed here and there among the rest. 

The plantlets came up, and thrived won- 
derfully—especially the odd kind that had 
gone in last. These strangers grew and 
grew, until they bade fair to crowd out the 
pretty, delicate sprays of the mignonette, aud 
everything else in the garden. 

One day in early summer Kitty came to 
her father in_tears, ; 

**Papa, do come and look at my garden? 
Nothing will grow but that ugly old Cricus, 
or whatever it is.’’ 

**Look at them closely, Kitty. Don’t 
you recognize them? ‘lhere’s one, just out- 
side the fence, full-grown,”’ 

**You don’t mean, Papa, that they’re— 
just—common—thistles ?’’ 

Her father nodded. ‘* We must pull them 
up, little girl, It will hurt a little, but noth- 
ing else will grow with them, They’re like 
small, ugly faults that spoil the whole char- 
acter, Come, 1’ll help you, darling.”’ 

Kitty now says there is one Golden Text 
she never will forget; ‘‘ Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.’’ 


Boston, Mass, 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, May 18, 1913. 

“The Stature of Christ’”—Growing Up 
into It (Eph. 4: 11-16). (Union meet- 
ing with the Junior and Intermediate 
societies.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
|| MoNn.—Boyhood's growth (Luke 2 : 40-52). 
TUES.—Manhood’s obedience (Matt. 3 : 


13-17). 
WED.—Christ's kindness-stature (Matt, 5 : 
43-48). 
THUR.—Growing into service (Isa. 6 : 1-8). 
FRI.—Humility-stature (John 13 : 1-17). 
Sat.—Growing like him (1 John 3: 1-3). 











How do we grow—physically, spiritually ? 

How do Junior, Intermediate, and Young 
People’s societies aid our growth 

What hiffders our growth ? 


NE of our great words to-day is ‘* stand- 
ard.”’ ‘lhere must be a standard 
yard and a standard pound, and all 

weights and measures must conform to these 

standards. Inspectors are employed who go 
about testing the weights and measures 
which are in use. Standards of efficiency 
ave set up and business enterprises seek to 
attain to these standards. We have ‘‘ stand- 
ard authors,’’ ‘‘ standards of purity ’’ in food 
manufacture, standardized school systems, 
etc. The age is bent upon bringing all its 
products and performances up to standard, 

% 

But character? Does not that need to be 
given a standard and brought into conformity 
with it? It surely does. Nothing else as 
much. But what is the standard? Not 
Mohammed, clearly, with his seven wives. 
Not Confucius, with his agnosticism as to 
the very things we need most to know, and 
his infatuation with past things, which made 
his doctrine strong for conservation but im- 
potent for life. Not Buddha, to whom not 
the evil of life, but life itself, was evil. No 
man whom we have ever known, for every 
one of them had his obvious failings, and the 
very best of them was surest that he could 
not be a standard for any one. Not our- 
selves, for we are the false weights and 
measures requiring to be corrected. Who 
then? 

% 

We thank God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Hesis the standard. And he alone 
is the flawless one. 

** But thee, but thee, O Sovereign Seer of Time, 
But thee, O poet's Poet, wisdom’s Tongue, 
But thee, O man’s best Man, O love's best 

ve, 
(Continued on next page) 





But it}: 


























Jn the morning serve with sugar and cream. Or 
mix with any fruit. The grains are thin and 
crisp and dainty. They taste like toasted nuts. 


The Best Cooked 
Cereal Foods 


Every kernel of wheat or rice contains not less than 100,000,000 
granules. ‘ 

Those encased granules must in some way be broken, so that 
digestion can act. 

Cooking and baking break part of them. Toasting breaks up © 
more. But in Puffed Wheat onl Rice—and in these foods alone— 
a/l.of these granules are blasted to pieces. 














This is done by steam explosion—by a process invented by Prof. 
A. P. Anderson. 

A separate explosion occurs in each granule. The center of mois- 
ture is turned to steam—in huge, sealed guns, revolved in ovens 
heated to 550 degrees. 

Inside of each grain there occurs not less than one hundred million 
explosions. So Puffed Wheat and Rice are easier to digest than any 
other form of grain food, 


Puffed Wheat, 10c = 
Puffed Rice, 15c™=" 


The Best-Liked | 
Ready Foods 


For many months, in the heart of New York, we maintained cereal 
lunch rooms. ; 

There we served all sorts of cereals, all at equal prices. And four 
out of five who took ready-cooked cereals chose the Puffed Wheat or 
Puffed Rice. 

Now countless homes have offered the same choice to folks at 
their morning tables. As a result, it took 250,000,000 dishes last year 
to supply the demand.-for these foods. - 














These great crisp grains—eight times normal size—form delight- 
ful foods. 

Thin, airy, whole-grain wafers—like no other food you know, 
There are a dozen ways in which your folks would enjoy them. 

Let them try them. Serve them to-morrow morning. Let them 
say which cereal foods they like best. There are four chances in five 


that they will choose these scientific foods. 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers—Chicago 








In the evening serve in bowls of milk. The 
grains will float like bubbles. And these foods, 
as all physicians know, do not tax the stomach. 
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Light on the Old Testament 


Important books that many are finding helpful 
in teaching the Sunday-school lessons for 1913 


The International Uniform Lessons fer 1913 are in the Old 
Testament, running from Genesis to Joshua, or from the 


Creation to the settlement in Canaan. 
noted are of special value to the teacher in opening up new 


material on the difficult problems of the-Old Testament. 








Reasonable Biblical Criticism 
By Wi.uis J. Beecner, D.D. ~The 
history of biblical criticism in recent 
years is narrated, the significant tenden- 
cies analyzed, and with great fairness 
and full consideration of the value ot 
both the higher critical ‘and the ultra- 
conservative positions, the reader is 
brought face to face with most rea- 
sonable conclusions. Helpful to the 
Bible student. $1.50. 


Analytical Outlines 
of the 0ld Testament 


Compiled by MARGARETTA M. Halic, 
for sixteen years a leader of teacher- 
training classes in Philadelphia. A 
hand-book for Bible-training’ classes in 
schools, colleges, Sunday-schools; also 
individual students in the home. These 
lessons are designed to offer the scholar 
a broad, comprehensive, connected 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, but 
are in no sense intended to form an ex- 
haustive analysis. They are planned 
especially for those who wish to become 
teachers of the Bible. A clear knowl- 
edge, in compact, vivid form, of each 
book is given, with the history of the 
times ; the purpose of each book; the 
relation of the books to each other, and 
the unity of the whole—the preparation 
of the world for Christ. 50 cents. 


A Dictionary of the Bible 


(Third Revised Edition.) By Joun D. 
Davis, Ph.D., D.D., LL.D., Princeton 
Theological Seminary. Recognized as 
one of the best single-volume Bible dic- 
tionaries published, this third revision 
increases the practical utility of the work, 
enlarging and greatly enriching it. The 
many new full-page illustrations and the 
accurate and scholarly maps form a strong 
feature of the work. Attractively bound 
in blue cloth with gold cover stamping. 


$2.75. 


The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible 


By Pror. IRA M, Price, University of 
Chicago. A scholarly treatment of the 
story of the various versions of the Bible. 
Profusely illustrated. Widely used as 
a text-book. Equally suited to the ref- 
erence library of the every-day Bible 
student, $1.50. 


Dated Events of 
the Old Testament 


By Pror. WILLIs J. BEECHER, D.D. A 
scholarly treatise. Chronological tables, 
accompanied by exhaustive explanatory 
notes. An indispensable hand-book for 
the careful student, teacher or preacher. 
$1.50. 


Byington’s Chart 
of Jewish National History 


Shows the progress and divisions and 
kings and prophets of Israel and Judah 
from the time of Abraham to the birth 
of Christ and after. Pocket size, 25 
cents. 





Light on the 

Old Testament from Babel _ 
By the Rev. A. T. Ciay, Ph.D. An 
authoritative statement of the results of 
recent archédlogical discoveries, and 
the light they throw ‘on Old Testament 
history. The book is abundantly illus- 
trated, many of the pictures never hav- 
ing beerf published before. $2.00. 


From the Nile to Nebo 


By FRANKLIN E, Hoskins, D.D., Syria 
Mission, Beirut. A Discussion of the 
Problem and the Route of the Exodus. 
This book is the outgrowth of a life plan 
of the author to study the Bible where 
it was produced, to read its stories and 
review its events where they occurred, 
A residence of twenty-eight years in 
Syria has ‘given him “an exceptional 
knowledge “of the people and customs, 
and afforded opportunities for repeated 
journeys to all parts of the Holy Land, 
The book is the result of a 1900-mile 
journey, including the route of the Exo- 
dus from Egypt, through the Sinaitic 
Peninsula, Mount Seir, Edom and Moab, 
Ammon and the Jabbok, to the Jordan 
and Jericho, The book is beautifully 
illustrated with 85 half-tones, contains 
378 pages of type matter, and will be of 

reat interest to every Bible student. 

3-00. 


Chronology in the Bible 


By Pror. WILLIis J. Beecuer, D.D. 
A brief study of the sources and princi- 
ples of Bible chrondlogy, with a com- 
* chart of the kings of Judah and 
srael, Assyria and Babylon. Just the 
help needed to clear up confusion as to 
Bible dates and events. 25 cents, 


Archeology’s Solution 
of Old Testament Puzzles 


How Pick and Spade are Answering the 
Destructive Criticism of the Bible. By 
the REv. JOHN.URQUHART. You have 
wanted just such a book to bring within 
small compass some of the chief results 
of archeological work. _ Cloth covers ; 
60 pages. 30 cents, 


The Panorama of Creation 


By Davip L. HoLBrook, A suggestive 
statement of the relation between the 
Bible story of creation and the records 
as deciphered by scientists. 50 cents. 


Messages for the 
Morning Watch 


A book of devotional readings in Gene- 
sis, by CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL. 
The personal messages that the daily 
‘*Morning Watch’’ reading of Genesis 
brought to the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times are gathered together in a 
little book suitable for daily devotional 
use, family worship, or the like. 215 
brief readings are given. $1.00. 








These books are all postpaid at the advertised prices. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 


1031 Walnut Street, = : 


The books here! 





Philadelphia, Pa. 


( Continued from preceding page) 

O perfect Life in perfect labor writ, 

O all men’s Comrade, Servant, King, or 
Priest, — 

wee if or yet, what mole, what flaw, what 


apse, 

What least defect or shadow of defect, 

What rumor, tattled by an enemy, 

Of inference loose, what lack of grace, 

Even in torture’s grasp, or sleep's or death's, — 
Oh, what amiss may | forgive in thee, 

Jesus, good Paragon, thou Crystal Christ."’ 


‘And we are to imitate as well as to worshi 


Christ. Perfect as he was, we are to see 
to be like’ him.’ “ Wé are really bidden to do 
this (1 John 2: 6). 


1. We should follow Christ’s example as 
Bible students: “Note what you can learn of 
his’ habit. from’ these passages in Matthew 
alone: Matthew 4: 4, 7, 10; 5: 17, 18; 
6: 203 7: 2239213; 10: 1§; IE : 22, 24; 
12 : 3-7, 39-42; 13:14, 155 15:7-9; 19: 
8, 15, 19; 21: 16, 42; 22: 29-32, 35-40, 
43-45 5 .24 : 37-495 26: 30, 31, 53, 54; 27: 
46. - Are we such ‘Bible students as he was? 

2. We should follow Christ’s example as 
men ‘of prayer, Study him in his life of 
prayer: Matthew. 11: 25, 26; 14:19; 19: 
133/21: 12, 13; 26:53; Lukeg: 18; 11:1; 
Mark 1 : 353;°147% 22, 23; John 6: 23; 14: 
16, 17; chap.17. _ Are we following him in 
this ? 


% 
3. We should adopt his principles of 
friendship. Study these in John 1: 35-51; 


chap. 11; 12: 1-7; 13: 1-5, 23; 15 : 13-15; | 


19:27; Luke 8: 1-3; 18 : 38-42; 12: 4. 
Are we such a faithiul, unselfish, loyal, con- 
descending friend as he was? 

4. And look at the reality and simplicity 
and strength of his relations to God as his 
Father,:. Matthew If: 25; John 11 : 41; 
17:5; Matthew 26: 39, 42; Luke 23: 34, 
46; John 6: 38; 8: 29. 
to attain Christ’s child-like relationship to 
God? 

% 


There are some people who say that this 
is all Christianity is; namely, the loving at- 
tempt to imitate Christ. We are told by 
them that: Jesus did not care to be wor- 
shiped. He came to be followed.. But all 
who have: tried to imitate Jesus have soon 
discovered that it was’ impossible. ‘There 


was an initial impotence to be overcome4 


which they could not overcome. The height 
where Jesus stood was too steep to climi. 
The very will to be like him was weak and 
ineffective. Something far more than a 
human effort to imitate was found to be 
necessary. And this something more we 
have found that Jesus actually offered to 
provide and does provide. He comes into 
our lives and frees ‘us from the old hin- 
drances and pours a new energy through us, 
and we grow to be like him by growing up 
into him. ‘* Be like me,’* he says. ‘* Lord,’’ 
we answer, ‘*‘we have tried and can’t.’”’ 
** Very well,’’ he replies. ‘‘ Open the door. 
I will come in and will be in you myself,”’ 
Are our doors open ? 


‘<e 
Does Mexico Need Missions ? 
(Continued from page 273) 


posed mainly of Aztec Indians, a vendor 


of Yankee notions spends his moments of | 


leisure in tract distribution and in visiting 
prisons ; a newsdealer devotes much time to 
the temperance propaganda; and two others 
go on Sunday afternoons to unreached vil- 
lages. In Saltillo, a Christian who had 
been imprisoned as a revolutionist was sen- 
tenced to death, though his helpfulness in 
prison had won the friendship and interces- 
sion of its officials. Prayer was made for 
him as for Peter, and he experienced a won- 
derful deliverance. While at her work in 
the kitchen one church-member keeps her 
Bible open, and reads from it as she has op- 
portunity, that others may hear the good 
news. 

Such efforts are having their effect upon 
Romanists. The comparison between the 
joy and activity of Protestant believers and 
the formality of other Christians awakens 
questioning and a longing for a truer, deeper 
life. The presence of Protestants at first 
arouses animosity, then opposition, then 
discussion, and finally conviction as to the 
superiority of a religion which changes life. 
The Bible read, it may, be in secret, is the 
geed of regeneration, And what it is to the 
individual, it must be to the republic. This 
has been stated publicly by such men as the 


Have we sought | 


MAY 3, 1913 


late President Madero. _In a word, the 
work carried on in Mexico must be esti- 
mated by the standard enunciated last year 
by Secretary Barton of the American Board : 
“The ‘strength of the work in those 
Papal] countries is not to be measured by 
the number of those who have separated 
themselves to be Protestants; but we meas- 
ure its strength—and in this strength we 
glory—by the changed attitude of the people 
of the country toward the printed Word, by 
the desire to hear the gospel explained and 
to learn the true meaning of the teachings of 
Christ, and by the evidence given on many 
sides of the a Fash of heart and life of mul- 
titudes who are thus brought into vital rela- 
tions to the new teaching.”’ 


‘ne 


Using What Juniors Learned 
( Continued from page 275) 
3. Is it right to swear? 
4. Is it right to spend Sunday like every 
other day ? 

5. What is our duty to our parents ? 

6. Is it right to take life ? 

7. Is impurity wrong ? 

8. Is stealing wrong ? 

g. Is it right to injure another by a lie? 

o. Is it right to envy what belongs to 

another person ? 

| Another scholar: What is the great com- 

mandment ? 

| All: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, ete. 

(Matt. 22 : 37-40). 

Another scholar: \What is God ? 

| Adi; God is love. 

| Another scholar : How much does God care 

| °: for the world? 

| All; For God so loved the world, etc. (John 

: 16). 

| Aubiher scholar: What did Jesus command 
his followers to do for the world ? 

Ail: Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature (Mark 16; 
15). 


B. Law and Love; based upon the 
memory work of the Junior department. 


-_ 





Antiphonal Service (Psa. 19; 7-11) 
Girls ; The law’of the: Lord is perfect, 
Boys: Converting-the soul : 
Girls .. The testimony of the Lord is sure, 
Boys: Making wise the simple. 
Girls; The statutes of the Lord are right, 
Boys: Rejoicing the heart: 
Girls; The commandment of the Lord is 

pure, 


Boys: Enlightening the eyes. 
Girls: The fear of the Lord is clean, 
Boys : Enduring forever : 


Girls ; The judgments of the Lord are true 
Boys: And righteous altogether, 

| Girls; More to be desired are they than gold: 
Boys: Yea, than much fine gold: 


Girls: 


Sweeter also than honey 
Boys: 


And the honeycomb, 


Girls: Moreover by them -is thy servant 
warned : 

Boys: And in keeping of them there is great 
reward. 


One boy : God spake all these words, saying 
Exod. 20 : 1), 

Ali; The Ten Commandments, 

One boy: Hear also what our Lord Jesus 
Christ saith : 

One scholar: Aud one of them, a lawyer, 
asked him a question, trying him : 

One boy: Teacher, which is the great com- 
mandment in the law? (Matt. 22: 
35, 36.) 

Scholar: Jesus said unto him, 

One class: Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God, etc. (Matt. 22 : 37-40). 

All: Now abideth faith, hope, love, these 
three; and the greatest of these 
is love (1 Cor. 13 : 13). 


C. Program: based upon the regular 
work of the year for all grades in the 
Junior department. 


A member of first grade in Junior depart- 
ment: Some of us have found most of 
our lessons this year in the Book of— 

First grade: Genesis. 

A member of second grade; Some of us have 
found our lessons.in the Books of— 
Second grade: Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua, . Judges, and 

Ruth, 

A member of third grade: Some of us have 
studied lessons from— 

Third grade: t Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 
and 2 Kings. 








—_— 
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LESSON FOR MAY 18 (Gen. 42) 


germ fog ee grade: Some of us have 

the life of Jesus as found in the 
ies Gospels— 

Fourth wae? : Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 


John, 


a Tullowing questions should be asked by as 
y scholars standing upon the 
pee in which Cy are to speak. 
done without confusion, one of the oldest scholars 
may read all the questions Saesty and distinctly. In 
either case, the answers are to be given by the entire 
department. 


1. Who was put into ‘‘ the garden of. Eden 
to dress it and to keep it’?? Adam. 

2. Who killed his brother because of jeal- 
ousy? Cain. 

3. Who ‘‘sent forth the dove, which re- 
turned not again unto him any more ”’? 
N 


eg he be 


oah, 

4. Who was told that he would be the 
father of a great nation? ‘Abraham. 

5. Who said to a stranger, ‘* Drink, and I 
will give thy camels drink, also’’? Re- 
bekah. 

6. Who sold his birthright for a mess of 

Who ? Esau, 
vn * a. deay a trick on his blind father ? 


; ine: was sold by his brethren? Joseph. 

. Who led his people out of Egypt? Moses. 

. Who led his people into the land of Ca- 
naan? Joshua. 


oo oo 
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11. What farmer boy became a leader 
of his nae 3 ? Gideon, 

12. What strong man was ruined by a weak 
will? Samson. 

13. Who said, ‘‘ Whither thou goest I will 

i co Lord, for th 
I id, ** ; thy serv- 
* ant heareth”? Samuel. 7 

15. What king, who had brilliant prospects, 
lost his kingdom because of disobedi- 
ence? Saul. 

16. Who said to a giant, ‘I come to thee in 
the name of the Lord of hosts’’? David. 

17. Who chose wisdom instead of riches and 
long life? Solomon. 

18, Who stood alone against the gg of 
Baal on Mount Carmel? Elijah. 

19. baten, ‘P a cured Naaman of his lep- 


One ge il ** One there is above all oth- 
ers well deserves the name of friend.”’ 

Adi (or-all the girls, or one class). He is 
called ‘‘ Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace,’’ 

All sing : * Fairest Lord Jesus.” 


A good effect is obtained by having the 
first line of each verse sung A the boys, the 
second and third by the the fourth, 
fifth, and sixth by all.—Zmama £. Porter, 
Newton Centre, Mass. 
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ILLINOIS.—I am a teacher in the Methodist 
Episcopal Sunday-school. I have a Class of 
boys between the ages of ten and twelve. It is 
the hardest thing in the world for me to man- 
age them. I don't care how much work and 
time it takes to prepare he lesson, if I can only 
find some means of holding their attention 
and getting them interested in the lesson. I 
take ‘The Sunday School ‘Times, and it is a 
great help, but there is something wrong 
somewhere ; I know those boys could be made 
to take an interest in the lesson if it were pre- 
pared in just the right way. Can you suggest 
any means whereby you think I can get what I 
want ?—I. 

UDGING from what you ‘say in ‘regard 
to the preparation of your lesson, I 
have a fear that while -you are not 

studying your lesson too much, you are not 
studying your boys enough. May I suggest 
that you try to get nearer to the beys, study- 
ing their likes and dislikes, their peculiari- 
ties and home surroundings as best you can. 
‘Then, in the study of your lesson endeavor 
to make your applications fit into their daily 
life. No amount of lesson study will make 
up for the lack of boy study. You will never 
be able to ‘‘manage’’ them. until you first 
draw them to yourself. This you cannot do 
without coming into close personal contact 
with them at other times than in the class. If 
you make it a point to see things from the 
standpoint of the boys, it will be a great 
help to you, 

Have you ever read ** Boy’s-Eye Views of 
the Sunday-school,” by Pucker ? (The Sunday 
School Times Co., 60 cents‘) You will 
get more. ideas on managing a class of 
boys by reading-a-book of that sort than in 
almost any other way, except, of course, by 
brushing up against.the boys themselves. It 
is never wise to depend wholly upon the plan 
of repression, but rather upon direction. 
You will need to permit some things to go 
on at first that yod do not wholly approve, 
until you get hold of the boys in such a way 
that you can accomplish what you like. You 
have a great opportunity. 





ONTARIO.—Can you give me any ideas on 
how to manage a z pedo library ? I 
am at present a librarian, but would welcome 
any new scheme whieh would make the library 
more interesting. —A. G. 

CAREFULLY selected library which is 
properly managed will be a tonic to 
any Sunday-school, A library poorly 

chosen and poorly managed will command 
neither attention nor respect. No school 
should decide to have a library without pro- 
viding the money to buy the books. It is 
not necessary to buy a large number of 
new books at once. It would not be an un- 
fortunate thing for seventy-five scholars to 
apply to the library for books when there 
are only fifty books all told. 

One of the first steps is to appoint a good 
librarian and a Library Committee. The 
librarian may or may not be the chairman of 
that committee. This committee should be 





expected to review carefully all the books 
which are admitted to the library, and should 
pass favorably upon them before they are 
purchased. 

Perhaps the most common error in the 
administration of a library is to put in a 
large number of new books at once, and then 
pay no more attention to the library until 
those books are worn out. One or more 
new books should be added to the library 
every Sunday, or every alternate Sunday, or 
every month—certainly not at longer inter- 
vals than once a month. The new book: or 
books. added .to ‘the library regularly will 
maintain the interest. .The new book should 
be announced from the platform by the su- 
perintendent, holding the book in his hand 
and giving a few sentences of review,—per- 
haps calling attention to the characteristics 
of the book, and stating what class of read- 
ers will enjoy the book most. The element 
of curiosity may be used with profit here. 
Suppose the superintendent should make an 
announcement something like this: ‘* Here 
is a book for boys.who are going to school, 
and it tells how a good old mother put a 
cook-stove into a boy’s head.’’ This may be 
truly said of a certain good book to-day. It 
tells of a Good, self-sacrificing mother send- 
ing her boy to school to fit him for the 
ministry and to be a missionary... She was 
obliged to sell one piece of furniture after 
another, and finally she sold the cook-stove, 
in order to keep him in school. An an- 
nouncement like this will interest the boys, 
and many of them will want the baok. 

The catalog of the library should be clas- 
sified, with just a sentence or two explaining 
each book. Some helpful books will be in- 
dicated for the Juniors; others for the Inter- 
mediates; others for boys; while others 
will be indicated for the girls, The librarian 
should occasionally meet the teachers, and 
should show them how to direct their schol- 
ars in their reading, and to impress upon 
them the great desirability of their knowing 
what their scholars should read. 

The librarian’s office is a high one, and 
may be made one of great effectiveness, 





BRITISH COLUMBIA.—I would like very 
much to get some of the latest ideas regarding 
“school blackboard and the 
latest forms for records, rewards, etc., to be 
used before the whole school. I want to know of 
some bright and notions which will 
tend.to create interest and enthusiasm among 
pupils and teachers,®comparative school sta- 
tistics, results of class-work, etc. Do you think 
it a good plan to use a blackboard for such pur- 
poses as outlined above ?—I. B. F. 


HERE are a number of good books now 
published on blackboard work ; it is 
not necessary that I should enumerate 

them here, Your own denominational pub- 
lishing ‘house can supply you with them. 
The principles underlying blackboard work 
are very simple and easily acquired. Do 
not try to do artistic work. -The plainest 





work is the best. That which is done in the 


-| presence of the school or class is eecsamatne tf 


to that which is done beforehand, Black- 
board work should never attract attention to 
itself, but should illustraté a truth and make 
it plainer. If you will write to March 
Brothers, Lebanon, Ohio, they will send you 
a circular on blackboard work, including 
suggestions about perforated outlines. These 
are not prepared specifically for Sunday- 
school use, but many of them are valuable. 
By their aid anybody can draw good pictures, 
and draw them rapidly, 

A blackboard is a good way to display re- 
ports before the school, You have the op- 
portunity here for comparison also, Many 
schools have white lines painted upon the 
blackboard, making squares which represent 
one way the Sundays of a quarter, and the 
other way the attendance by tens or twenties. 
For example, one horizontal line could rep- 
resent 100, the next one 120, etc.; then by 
zigzag lines drawn week by week the at- 
tendance may be indicated. If the attend- 
ance is 100 on one Sunday and IIo on the 
next Sunday, a diagonal line across the 
small square would indicate the marking for 
that Sunday. Sup this diagonal attend- 
ance-line is white during the first quarter of 
the year. When the second quarter comes, 
do not erase the white line, but use yellow 
chalk ; the third quarter, blue ; 3 the fourth 
quarter, red, etc., etc. In this way you may 
always know whether your attendance is on 
the increase or the decrease, and this creates 
interest in the school, In a similar way the 
offering for the school may be recorded, or 
the enrolment of the school, or a variety of 
other items that would be helpful when indi- 
cated by means of such a device. 

Some schools use a large wooden ther- 
mometer with a colored ribbon that can be 
moved up and down so that the attendance 
for that day, or the offerings, or anything else 
desired, may be properly resend 

William H. Dietz & Co., 22 East Ran- 
dolph Street, Chicago, IlI., have a device for 
recording reports where movable letters and 
figures are used. - This lends itself to a 
variety of purposes; and is very. convenient. 





MICHIGAN,—I ama reader of The, Sunday 

School ‘Times, and have confidence in your 
way’ of Tn ss problems, so ask 
your advice have a class whose ages are 
from about seven to thirteen, and have gotten 
along nicely until one Sunday a thifteen-year- 
old girl who lived next door to church, and had 
been in the habit of leaving the school before 
it was dismissed, wanted to take some of the 
other girls and go out-doors. I said, ‘I 
wouldn't go till school is out,’ arid she said, 
% Mama said I could go any time I wanted to.’ 
I said, ‘‘ You may go, but I wouldn't ask the 
other girls to go."" She got angry and would 
not come in my class last Sabbath, but went in 
the Young People’s class. So the superin- 
tendent and I went to see the mother, but she 
wouldn't listen to anybody but the little girl, 
who is rather stubborn. So we didn't come to 
any compromise. What should I do,—resign ? 
What should the mother do? ‘And what should 
fhe superintendent do? Should the girl be 
allowed to enter a class where there are some 
who are twenty years old ?—L. O. W. 


NLESS there are reasons for it which 
you do not indicate in your question, 
the last thing you should do’is to re- 

sign your position in the Sunday-school. 
But your own class is not ptoperly graded. 
Scholars of seven to thirteen years should not 
be in the same class. If you have no class 
of girls in your school ranging from 
fourteen to sixteen, then take-the twelve 
and thirteen-year-old scholars from your 
class and let them be the béginning of a new 
class. I should alvise you to put the girl 
you refer to into that class. 

The superintendent should see to it that 
his school is properly classified, and that 
scholars go into the classes where they be- 
long. If they are not willing to‘go there, 
they should not be enrolled anywhere. Ifa 
belligerent scholar of this sort insists on 
coming to the school and sitting with a class 
of grown pane I should not advise. putting 
her out of that class by force, but I should 
not enrol her in the school, and should give 
her to understand that she did not belong to 
the school as long as she remained under 
those conditions. She will soon get tired of 
that sort of procedure. In the long run, 
you will find that scholars like discipline, 
and even this girl herself will come to like it 
after she learns more of its benefits. If 
some of the good motherly women could 
talk to the mother of this little girl, and show 
her the mistake shé is making, it may help 
to remedy the mischief. 
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| Books Worth Noting 

An Isle of Eden (by Janie Prichard 

Daggen) eee the subject of mission work 

ico under the guise of an interest- 

rate story. The trials and successes of an 

American girl, the difficulties to be met and 

overcome, are well-pictured. This should 

prove to be a useful volume for mission bands 

and societies. (Griffith & Rowland Press, 
$1:25 net.) ° 


-The Life of General Booth (By G. S. 
Railton). — Such an outstanding figure as 
General Booth in the achievements of Chris- 
tian enterprise deserves not only honor, but 
analysis and closest study, The world may 
well be grateful that such a dynamo of spir- 
itual energy and expression was able to live 
and work throughout a life of intensest ac- 
tivity in a world-wide field of the most des- 
perate human need, Mr. Railton has: pro- 
vided a detailed and vivid narrative of the 
development of General Booth from boyhood 
to the rich and stirring days of a vigorous, 
militant old age, Wrapped up in the life of 
this marvelous human engine is the story of 
the beginnings of the Salvation Army, and 
the circumstantial and progressive account 
of its enormous extension throughout the 
world, The student of Christian progress 
should not miss the opportunity to place 
among his most striking and compelling 
books of inspiration the story of William 
Booth’s life. ‘The fervor and fire and sus- 
tained intensity of this man of vision through 
a long life of the hardest kind of up-hill work 
will stir the blood and quicken the altruistic 
heart of any one who has any heart left in 
his bosom, (Doran, $1 net.) 


% 


Across the Dead Line of Amuse- 
ments (By Henry W. Stough, D.D.).— 
Books that deal with so-called border-line 
amusements have need of clearness and thor- 
oughness in stating fundamental principles ; 
and not,only that, but they need to present 
convincing illustrations that will break 
through the indifference or wilfulness of 
those ‘eho accept popular amusements with- 
out much analysis. Dr. Stough does not 
scold or rant about the theater, card-playing, 
and the dance, but he gives plain reasons for 
his ‘clean-cut convictions, and he brings to 
bear upon much of this the argument from 
the history, and quotations from men and 
women who have been professionally or 
otherwise intimately assocjated with those 
practises. The book will prove a most val- 
uable grouping of strong arguments and un- 
forgettable instances in the support of the 
Christian. position taken by Dr. Stough in his 
conclusion about ** The Tragedy of the The- 
atre,’’ ‘*The Curse of Cards,’’ and *‘ The 
Dance of Death.'’’ His facts are not sur- 
rounded with the artificial glamor of hysteri- 
cal desire for effect, but he gives them with 
straightforward reality. They will startle 
into thoughtfulness and action a great many 
people, young and old, who might otherwise 
be heedless to the issues involved. (Revell, 
75 cents net.) 








Hudson Taylor’s Choice Sayings 
(Compiled by D. E. Hoste).—The late 
Arthur T. Pierson said of Hudson Taylor, 
‘**Dr. Taylor had sagacity and iysight, —the 
essential traits that go to make up # proverb- 
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ialist.’ Mr. D, E. Hoste, the Genéral 
| Director of the China Inland Mission, opens 
this compilation of. Hudson Taylor’s sayings 
| with a discriminating preface in which he 
sets forth the secret of Hudson Taylor’s 
abounding life, which, in a word, was the life 
of faith and the life of self-emptying in order 
to the realization of the indwelling Christ. 
These brief sayings touch on such topics as : 
Abiding in Christ, Fellowship, Obedience, 
Prayer, Suffering, Winning Christ. It is a 
most refreshing and searching experience to 
turn page after page of this little book to find 
the salient messages in these paragraphs. 
For instance, when Mr. Taylor speaks of 
prayer, ** Do not have your concert firs¢ and 
then tune your instruments a/terwards,’’ is 
a sentence that one is not likely to forget in 
its application to the need of opening the 
day with prayer and devotional Bible read- 
ing. But on every page there are sayings 
that thoroughly justify the’ adjective that 
characterizes them in the title of. the - book, 

and: they may be read.again and again with. 
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out any loss of freshness or stimulus. (Phila! 
delphia : China Inland Mission, 35 cents, 
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Children Attending Church 
( Continued from page 272) 


of thethread about us, Wecall it habit. 
It is the thing which holds us. 

‘Are any wrong things getting hold 
of ourlives? Every time we pout or cry, 
when we half study our lessons, when- 
ever wé stamp our feet or slam a door 
or say unkind words, every time we do 
what we know is wrong,—then habit be- 
gins to wind about us. If we see it in 
time we can break it. That is the reason 
I am speaking to you, to help you to see 
it in time and to make you think about 
it. It is when we are younger that we 
form most of our habits. Things that 
we do for fun when we are young may 
make us slaves when we areold. Just 
repeat that after me; ‘Things that we 
do for fun when we are young may 
make us slaves when we are old.’ Do 
not be afraid if any.one Jaughs at you 
because you do not do wrong things. It 
is better not todo them and be free than 
it is to begin them and become their 
slaves. 

‘«There is a way in which Rollin can 
escape from these threads which hold 
him. I will cut them for him—if he 
will let me come to him, We have a 
Friend who helps us cut loose from any- 
thing that holds us down. He said when 
he began his work for God here on earth, 
‘He hath sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives... to set at liberty them 
that are bound.’ If you ever find any- 
thing making you captive you can be 
sure Jesus Christ will help to make you 
free, if you will let him come to you. 

‘« There is another thing to remember 
about habit. Jt may be av good 
thing which géts hold of Ws, | id: eign 
us. We can choose good habits pee 
give them a hold upon us if we desire. 
One reason we have our Junior Congre- 
gation and sermon is to help you form 
the habit of church-going. .We. go to 
church for two reasons : first, to worship 
God ; and second, to learn how to live 
for him and to serve him. I hope you 
will put one of the threads of church- 
going about your tife every week. 

‘« There are other good habits to form. 
This is the way to form them: Do them 
every day, now. Pray, study God's 
Word, give, seek to please Jesus every 
day. These are good habits for life.’’ 


(The pastor displayed an ordinary spool of 
cotton thread, One of our ushers wound it 
around Roilin, one of our Junior boys, while 
the pastor was speaking. The group stood 
upon the platform. Rollin was able to break 
the first three or four threads quickly, also 
ten or fifteen; but waiting until a larger 
number were about his arms he could do 
nothing. When the pastor finally offered 
to cut the threads he at first drew away, but 
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